
Let’s ask the Lord,
each of us,

for eyes that know how
to see beyond appearance;

ears that know
how to listen to cries,

whispers and also silence;
hands able to support,
embrace and minister.

Most of all
let us ask or a great 
and merciful heart

that desires the good
and salvation of all. 
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Mercy
is the very
foundation
of the Church’s life. 

All of her pastoral 
activity should be 
caught up in the 
tenderness
she makes
present
to believers;
nothing in
her preaching
and in her witness
to the world
can be lacking
in mercy. 

The Church’s very 
credibility is seen
in how she shows 
merciful and
compassionate love.

Pope Francis,  Misericordiae Vultus, 10
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