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Land, between the 28" December 2007 and the 6% January 2008, so many
things have happened. During these last two years, we have kept our friend-
ship with our friends in the Holy Land. We have done this through twinnings
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tion of the collection for the Holy Land which is held universally. Young peo-
ple from the Holy Land have also participated in our summer activities. We
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the Holy Land.
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members from 14 countries. Those who attended shared dnﬁ-upu‘lul#uf
exchanges and informartion about CA and irs characteristics in their respective
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Meetings!
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Dear friends P 1
Chiara FINOCCHIETTI : ol
Ahoutthcinmmﬂomlﬁlpirmeohlud - 3
Oana TUDUCE ~ e iy
Youth Coordination Meeting- March 2009 il
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About the international Pilgrimage to
Holy Land (28.12.07 - 6.1.08)

150 young catholic action members and leaders from 26 different countries
wenit on a pilgrimage to the holy land from the 28 december 2007 to the 6
january 2008.

A dream, which smarted in cologne during the wyd 2005, came true. the pil-
grims wanted o go through an intensive experience of faith and of being a
church, by following the steps taken by jesus. they wanted to visit the holy pla-
ces with the young people and the pastors of the christian communities who
arc presently living there. they also wanted to celebrate the 40 anniversary of
the setting up of the world day of peace, celebrated on the 1* january, in
Jerusalem.

Forty vears ago, on the occasion of the world day of peace, paul vi sent a group
of young members from the ica vo Bethlehem,

He asked them to take the lamp of peace and place it in the groto, likewise,
this year, young ca members from all over the world, went together o
Jerusalem as witnesses of peace and unity.

The young pilgrims were welcomed at the bethlehem catholic netion centro, in
the parishes in jerusalem and in families in nazareth, the spirir of friendship
and fraternity which prevailed made them all feel very much at home.

The days were very full. there were visits to holy places and meetings with the
christians living there and their pastors. the holy sepulchre was visited every
time the group went to jerusalem unril the lst january in the early morning.
the young pilgrims could pray in silence at the golgoltha and at the place of
the resurrection.

The special characteristic of this journey was the opportunity which the young
pilgrims had of mixing with the christian population of the holy land thus
building bridges of hope in a land marked by the constant building of walls
ind divisions. the bond of friendship was strengthened even more as some
young people from bethlehem, jerusalem, taybeh, haifa and nazareth joined
the international pilgrims on this pilgrimage. they also met people, mostly reli-
gious men and women, in houses of spirituality and solidarity in bethlehem as
well as in Mazareth.
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Through rhis direct conmact, the pilgrims could get a first hand experience of
what the patriarch said when he addressed them:

“we are twp peoples, three grear religions and god has gathered us here
together.

This land does not belong to anyone in particular. Today, the lack of freedam
of movemnent makes everyone lose hope but we should siill believe in peace”,
The custodian of the holy land, p. pierbattista pirzaballa said: “here, the need
for dialogue is felt even more strongly especially between jews and christians as
here, one. must remember, the division has an institutional dimension. there
is then the question of ecumenical relationships, where very often the problem
concerns ‘joint ownership’ more than the church iself. the differences con-
cern the management of holy places.

This does not mean that one should stop all dialogue, rather we should perse-
vere in it

Undoubtedly, the most impressive moment was the Ist of january in jerusalem
during the eucharistic celebration presided over by patriarch sabbah. when
addressing the young people he said: “dear young people, be great, like jesus
and not like the worldly so-called great, because you have 1o serve others befo-
re yourselves™. He then presented a young representative, of every country pre-
sent, @ hand-made ceramic lamp of peace, in the shape of a dove, produced by
a local christian cooperative.

H.E. Mgr. Domenico Sigalini, bishop general assistant of the italian catholic
action and bishop of palestrina, together with 15 priesss from different coun-
tries accompanied the pilgrims. On the 31" december, he presided over the
eucharistic celebration, with the singing of the te deum, in the latin parish of
saint catherine in bethlehem and on the 274 january in jericho,

daniel attinger, a monk from bose, who lives in jerusalem, conducted the daily
meditation with a reflection an the incarnation.

Each young pilgrim will surely treasure for a long time the beauty of the places
where Jesus walked with his disciples, the streets of Galilee and Judaea and
Jerusalem. He will long remember the beaming faces of tie persons he met,

m&m#ﬂmmﬁmmmﬁ. precious
sign of peace and o

NA0e Of clirit, whos becime man i that land snd who tose from the
ull bumanity, we have gone there with a great desire to build bridges

ﬁhmmﬂ&iﬂlm even greater conviction to do 8o,
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With simplicity and hope, humility and courage and looking beyond the walls,
let us go on with our efforts to sow friendship and fraternity.

This is also shown in the pilgrimage's logo. The lines, which depict the colours
of the flags of israel, palestine and the vatican, intertwine in such a way as to
form a bridge with a swing towards peace and justice.

And now our journey goes on in our parish and diocese but with a greater
responsibility towards those who live in the holy land, a better disposition 1o
organize meetings and exchanges and a decper joy when we read, meditare and
study the word of god.

Oana Tuduce Oradea - Rome 6 april 2008
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Youth Coordinafion Meefing - March 2009

Participants

|
|

Yvonne Ndayikeza Burundi
Salvator Niciteretse Burundi
Chiara Finocchietti Ttaly
Marco lasevoli Italy
Marco Sposito Italy

Joe Teuma Malta
Marvic De Bono Malta
Dulce Rivera Mexico

Programme

14 March

The participants attended the course ar the Pontifical Gregorian University arganized
by the International Forum of Catholic Action and the lalian Catholic Action in colla-
boration with the Christian Life Community under the patronage of the Ponrifical
Council for the Laity. The course starred this semester,

The programme included a theological debate on the laity based on Christifideles
Laici, Prof, Marco Vergottini and Prof, Stella Morra were the lecturers.

The afternoon was free. In the evening, the participants joined the National Council of
the Italian Catholic Action for Viespers.

15 March

This was an intensive day. During the moming, Sandro Calvani UNICRI (UN agency)
Director spoke about the contribution which Catholics can make to the governments
of the world in the context of the current crisis.

During the afternoan, after the opening address of welcome by Emilio Insaurraga,
IFCA Coordinator,  the members of the Secretariar and of the Youth Coordination
Group had an interesting discussion with Sandro Cabvani on the mornings presenm.
tion, This was in fact an in-depth study of aspects related with CA's main rask, namely,
formation.

Each country then made its presentation and this gave a clear picture of CA youth in
the different parts of the world.

The evening ended with a short presentation given by Prof. Seella Morma about “the
challenge of presenting CA: content, target audiences, language used and communica-
thon aids”

16 March

During the morning the participants paid a visit to the Pontifical Council for Lay where
they were received by the Secretary, Bishop Msgr. Josef Clemens, the UnderSecretary
Prof. Guzmin Carriquiry and Fr. Eric Jacquinet, responsible for the youth sector.

A working session with Fr. Eric Jacquinet followed. Each country gave a short presents-
tion about the challenges which their youth have to face and what the Church and
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Catholic Action in their country can offer. A general outline of theit Formative
Projects was presented.

As a followip of the work cirried out on Sunday and the presentations given in the mor-
ning, during the afternoon we split up into two working groups and worked on two
projects: a project for the Holy Land and o project for the promotion of CA among
youth. We discussed the involvement of CA Yourh in the prepartions for WYD 2014
which is being held in Madrid. We proposed w draw up # prepamtory itinerary and m
onganize a meeting for CA youth who will be in Madrid for the WYD 2011,

We also discussed the possibility of creating a video abour CA Youth in the different
parts of the world and of orpanizing a meeting for CA youth every 2 or 3 years.

The Youth in Action Project, which was planned during the January meeting and
whtich could be o resuvtince for the et imesting, was presented,

17 March

During the moming the two working groups carried on with their work at the ITFCA
Central Office in Via delle Conciliszione 1.

The group which worked on projecn for the Holy Land presented a concrete plan,
deyeloped by [FCA and CA Italy. A copy of the plan is atrached, The first proposal was
to support the collection for the Holy Land which mkes place each year on Good
Friday. A poster with an appropriate text was prepared. Another proposal was to do
something on the oocasion of the Pope Benedict XVI's visit in the Holy Land (815
May). It was agreed that a message of support & to be sent and that an appeal Is to be
sent to CA in the different countries to organize prayers at local level,

In the group which worked on the promotion of CA among youth, it was decided 1o pre
pare material which answers 1o the following questions: Who are CA youth! For whom is
CA? Why s CA a goud proposil? What do we do in CA? Where does CA stem from?

Weﬂqﬂﬁuﬂnwimﬂﬁ:ﬂmm#
Muﬂhﬂ.ﬁwWﬁfwmuwﬁmJ

-uiwmamwﬂmzr which will be
! will include different initiatives at local and
1 that there has to be someone of a group which

Another task was the finalization of the project Youth in Action which is-to be submit
ted to the National Agency by the Trallan CA by the Ist April. In this project Spain,
Malta and Romania agreed to work with Poland and Bulgaria,

At noon the participants attended a meeting with Card. Leonardo Sandri, the Prefect
of the Congregation for Oriental Churches including the Holy Land. So the group
presented him with the projects concerning the HL.

lnﬂu:ﬁnmt!mnmduhmofﬂnmﬁn:mdmmupmdpm:mddmﬂul
meeting with the members of the Secrérariat.
The priorities for the Youth Coordination Group are:

*  The drawing up of the poster to support the Collection for the HL which is held
on Good Friday,

*  The setting up of a discussion group which will help to facilitte communication

among the participants

*  The preparation of a message of support for the Pope's visit to the Holy Land.

*  The finaliztion of the project Youth in Action and its submission by the 1%
April.

. ﬂmpnpunﬁmofmpmmnﬁnnmmm]ﬂmdnmtpmmintqr
video) '

The next Youth Coordination meeting is planned for October 2000

On the 19% we all participated tgether in a Holy Mass in the church of San Paolo
alla Regola. This church is found in Trastevere and was built on the site of the house
where St. Paul lived as a prisoner.

Codruta Fernea
ACRO National Secretary
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Sydney 2008 - Madrid 2011

International Meeting of WYD organizers
Pontifical Council for the Laity
Rome, 3 - 5 April 2009

The IFCA Youth Coordination Group rook part in an international meeting for
WYD organizers. This meeting offered all those who atrended a splendid opportunity
to appreciate the positive results of the WYD held in Sydney. The organizing commis-
tee of the WYD to be held in Madrid spoke sbout the pastoral, spiritual and omganiza-
tional aspects of the 2011 WYD. We would like to invite National Associations to start
preparing their young people for the coming WYD by using the material available on
the following link, herp://www.laici.ong/index. php?p=homegiovani.

We would like to draw your amention o the interventions by (Fr. Eric, Fr. Sahatore
(Burundi) and Joyce (Youth Desk Federation Asian Bishops' Conference).

Towards WYD 2011

We are starting to give you some guidelines regarding the preparations for the WYD in

Madrid.

o) CA Young members, as members of the local Churches, should participate in
thise World Youth Days, with their respective dioceses

b} 'We are working on a space Infopoint Cathalic Action on the IFCA website where
you can find useful material and helpful information.

¢} We should stick to the information which we receive through our dioceses howe
ver, in the meantime, we could establish contact and twinnings with dioceses in
Spain where CA is established. For indications and information about these dioce-
ses, you may write to info@fiacifca.it

d)  Together with the Spanish CA young members we are thinking of organizing a
short meeting for young CA members who will be in Madrid, just as we did on
the occasion. of the WYD in Cologne in 2005, before the start of the Catecheses.

‘Some Speechess Fr Salvator Niciteretse, Joy Candelario, Fr. Eric Jacquinet - pag, 17:35.

summet in Holy Lond 2009

IN BETHLEHEM

A participation in the CHILDRENS SUMMER in the Bethlehem Carholic Action
Centre from the 217 June - 31 July 2009,

Raluca Fernea Gabriel Codrut Morariu CA youth from Cluj - Romania

Gabriele Pincs and Alessindm Perticoni 2 CA youth from Assisi - luly

collaborated with the volunteers from the parish under the guidance of Vincenzo
Bellomw, & Fidei Dot lay peram, who drew up the programme, coordinated and
animated the children's activities

B. service in the parish
Domenico Montenurto - young student from Basilicam stucdying in Rome
pilgrim in the Holy Land as part of the IFCA pilgrimage and was also in Bethlehem

last August

FROM AC ROMANIAVolunteers in the Holy Land
Our experience in the Holy Land. Codrut Mormriu and Raluca Fernea

Cathalic Action of Bethlehem & organizing this month, @ summer camp for the
children of Bethlehem. Through the International Forum of Cacholic Action (IFCA)
there were invited to participate some volunteers from differentes Catholic Actions in
the world, out of which the Catholic Action of Romania.

Young people from the Catholic Action of Romania had the oppormumity o meet
young people from the Catholic Action Bethlehem during the international pilgrimage
in the Holy Land (8 December 20076 January 2008). As a continuation of that pilgr-
mage and the conmets made with the Cathalic Action of the Holy Land are these acti-
vities carried out together.

Two pemsons representing the Catholic Action of Romania, Raluca Fernea and
Codrut Morariu gave their disponibility to participate at this summer experience.

.l'.lﬂi.l.ll'll'l".i..'i'..ll‘lli'III'.'.'lll"i'.'i...."'l-

—



L]
L ]
L
.
L
L
-
-
L
-
L
-
-
-
-
-
L ]
L
L]
L]
L
L
L]
.
L]
L]
-
L]
L ]
L
L]
L]
L]
L]
-
-
L]
L]
L]
-
-
L]
L]
L ]
L]
-
.
L
L]
-
-
-
-
:i

Here are some impressions after the first week of sctivities:

Afeer a Yhour flight, started in Romania, 2 night landing in Tel Aviv, we opened a
gate to a world full of charm and contradictions, where the answers always raise new
questions, Occurrence of the day and a strong sun brightness revealed a barren ground,
bur covered with vegemtion, whose source of water it liunches another theme of thou-
ghe. 1 realized that the will of God has guided us in these lands, roads once mvelled by
the steps of Mary and Joseph, hearing - like a bridge over time - words of the Scripture:
*And the word was made flesh and lived among us".

Entering into the Church Nativity [ felt it as an accomplishment, s 3 watering of
the soul at the wellspring of the faith in the light of the Smr that sunrise on the huma-
nity's sky. Aware of the power of prayer without limits, we hrought in our hearts fee-
lings of peaple you carry in the soul and mind; rising to the hewvens as thanks for what
mission he was entrusted.

Help us, Lord, not to deviate from the path you have prepared for us, and that we
can be light that come to confiess, with hearts penetrated of fire that we love you.

Under the motto, "Go to your homes and tell them all that the Lord has done for
you®, 8 summer camp was organized by the Catholic Acton of Bethlehem that gathe-
red daily activities for over 100 children.

Split into teams, 3 age groups, participants rake the shires of different colours, bea-
ring the name of three sints: the smaller, blue, apprentices’ of St. Francis. Group two,
yellow, apprentices' of St. Joseph. and the lasgest in gray are apprenrices’ of St.
Anthany.

After the Momning Prayer and the games and energizers, the volunreers help teams
accompany children w activities on the workshops: religion, music, practical ekills and
dynamic games. There are special workshops for viewing movies or games in the pool.

Initially lirde timid, then increasingly acrive, we realised our role in these activities,
infervening when necessary to boost the parcicipants In this campus, through games,
songs and banses, or by suggesting ideas and conducting workshops.

Children's activities are held fram 8 - 12.30, but valunteers continue © work each
evening by providing spatial and logistics required organising activities for families:
bingo, watching movies, shows, and party nights at the pool or sports. _

“The day of Saturday was allocated to travel by Bethlehem on the route once traveled
by the steps of Mary and St. Joseph in fulfillment of their destiny: the Nativity Church,

mm-ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁ:maﬁmmmhnmdumﬂu

Youth Coordinaion Meefing - Ocober 2009

SATURDAY 17

h. 10
h. 13
h. 15.30

h. 20
h.21.30

SUNDAY 18
h. 8.30
h. 10

h.13
h. 16

h. 20

MONDAY 19
h. 8.30
h. 9.30

SEMINAR
Hand in Hand We Smnd
Rome, 17t 220 Qewber 2009

PROGRAMME

Secretariat is working

lunch

INTRODUCTION

Going through programme
Ieebreaking games
Presentation of organiztions.
Building blocks

dinner

Euromste

More acquaintances with [CA
Youth from Rome and from different regions in ltaly

Breakfast

SESSION

MY Y/OURope - workshop

lunch

SESSION

Piero Pisarra Paris - Journalist, writer
This is MY SHARE

The European Youth Pact

dinner

free evening

Breakfast
SESSION

Meeting with Father Eric Jacquinet - PCL Youth Section
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h. 13 lunch
h. 1530 SESSION
Hi.I'm YiA
h. 17 SEMINAR Justice Peace and Reconciliation in Africa
h.20 dinner
h. 21 AFRICAN MUSIC
TUESDAY 20
h.8.30 Colazione
h. 9.30 SESSION
Project Management
h. 13 lunch
h. 16 SESSION
Leaders in Action
h. 20 dinner
h. 21.30 Visit the city
WEDNESDAY 11
h.8.30 Colazione
h.9.30 SESSION
Go Concrete
h. 13 lunch
h. 16 SESSION
Mirror Exercise
h.20 dinner
Farewell party
THURSDAY
h. 22 departures
RELIGIOUS PROGRAMME
17
h. 15 opening prayer
18-19.20-21
h.8 Holy Mass

The meeting, organized by the Youth Coordination Ciroup from the 17-22 October
in Rome, was attended by young people from 6 European countries { through EU fun-
ding) and some young priests and lay leaders from Burundi, Rwanda, Kenya,
Argentina, Myanmar and Jerusalem.

They worked on four projects, which indicate four main aress where CA young mem-
bers all over the world will be focusing their attention:

L. A programme for the preparation of CA young members for the WYD in Madrid
2. A meeting on the Ecumenical Prayer for Peace

3. A formation session for Justice and Peace

4. Support, through voluntry work, o the Holy Land

On the IFCA website, on the pages dedicated to Youth Coordination, you am find a
summary of the workshops and the 4 projects

Countries of the Participans on March and October 2009 Meetings

1 Argentina
2 Burundi

3 Trulin

4. Mypnmar
5. Polonia
(IFCA SECRETARIAT 2008-2012)
6. Bulgaria

1 Kenya

8 Malta

9 Messico

10. Romania
11 Ruwanda

12, Spagna

13. Terra Santa
14. Venezuela
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IMPORTANT NOTICE

Soon, the TFCA website httpy//www.fiacifca.ong/ Youth Coordination Section
could become 3 CA Youth site on condition that... we jget everybody's cooperation!

Send us reports about your activities in your native language AND in English
and/or Spanish and /or French. Send us also CD DVD with photos or short videos
for the photo gallery, in view of a possibility of gerting some space on the You Tube.

FIAC

FORO INTERNACIONAL
ACCION CATOLICA
INTERRATICNAL FORL
CATHOLIC ACTION

MESSAGE
OF THE HOLY FATHER BENEDICT XVI
TO THE YOUNG PEOPLE OF THE WORLD ON THE OCCASION
OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH WORLD YOUTH DAY 2009

"We have set our hope on the living God™ {1 Tim 4:10)
My dear friends,

() I recall with deep gratitude to the Lord the meeting held in Sydney in July
last year. It was a most memorable encounter, during which the Holy Spirit
renewed the lives of countless young people who had come together from all
over the world, The joy of celebration and spiritual enthusiasm experienced
during those few days was an eloquent sign of the presence of the Spirit of
Christ. Now we are journeying towards the international gathering due to take
place in Madrid in 2011, which will have as its theme the words of the Apostle
Paul: "Rooted and built up in Jesus Christ, firm in the faith” (cf. Col 2:7). As
we look forward to that global youth meeting, let us undertake a path of
preparation together. We take as our text for the year 2009 a saying of Saint
Paul: “We have set our hope on the living God” (1 Tim 4:10), while in 2010
we will reflect on the question put to Jesus by the rich young man: “Good
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life™ (Mk 10:17)

Youth, a time of hope

In Sydney, our attention was focussed upon what the Holy Spirit is saying to
believers today, and in particular to you, my dear young people. During the
closing Mass, | urged you 1o let yourselves be shaped by him in order w be
messengers of divine love, capable of building a furure of hope for all humani-
ty. The question of hope is truly central to our lives as human beings and our
mission as Christians, especially in these times. We are all aware of the need
for hope, not just any kind of hope, but a firm and reliable hope, as | wanted
to emphasize in the Encyclical Spe Salvi. Youth is a special time of hope
because it looks 1o the future with a whole range of expectations. When we are
young we cherish ideals, dreams and plans. Youth is the time when decisive
choices concerning the rest of our lives come to fruition. Perhaps this is why it
is the time of life when fundamental questions assert themselves strongly:
Why am [ here on earth! What is the meaning of life? What will my life be
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like! And again: How can | attain happiness’ Why is there suffering, illness
and death! What lies beyond death? These are questions that become insistent
when we are faced with obstacles that sometimes seem insurmountable: diffi-
culties with studies, unemployment, family arguments, crises in friendships or
in building good loving relationships, illness ar disability, lack of adequate
resources as a result of the present widespread economic and social crisis. We
then ask ourselves: where can 1 obtain and how can | keep alive the flame of
hope burning in my heart!

In search of "the great hope™

Experience shows that personal qualities and material goods are not enough
to guarantee the hope which the human spirit is constantly seeking. As 1 wrore
in the Encyclical Spe Salvi, politics, science, technology, economics and all
other material resources are not of themselves sufficient to provide the great

hope to which we all aspire. This hope “can only be God, who encompasses .

the whole of reality and who can bestow upon us what we, by ourselves, can-
not attain® (no. 31), This is why one of the main consequences of ignoring
God is the evident loss of direction that marks our societies, resulting in lone
liness and violence, discontent and loss of confidence that can often lead to
despair. (.) Bur how can we speak of this hope to those young people? We
know that it is in God alone that a human person finds true fulfilment. The
main task for us all is that of a new evangelization aimed at helping younger
generations to rediscover the true face of God, who is Love. To you young
people, who are in search of a firm hope, 1 address the very words thar Saint
Paul wrote to the persecuted Christians in Rome at that time: *May the God
of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit™ (Rom 15:13). During this Jubilee Year
dedicated to the Apostle of the Gentiles on the occasion of the two thou-
sandth anniversary of his birth, let us learn from him how to become credible
witnesses of Christian hope. (...)

Rome, 22% February 2009

BENEDICTUS PP. XVI1

Rome, 3 -5 April 2009

The impact of WYD in Burundi

Abbé Sahvalor Niciteretse
Secrétaire de la Commission Episcopale pour L'apostolat des Laics (CEAL)
Conférence des Evéques Catholiques du Burundi

FORUMS AND GATHERINGS OF YOUNG PEOPLE THAT ARE INSPIRED BY WYD AND
ARE THE RESULTS OF WYD

We shall deal bere with forums and gatherings of yoing people st parish, diocesar, national and
regional kewels that weee supported by the Episcopal Commisston for Lay Apostolate in collaboration
with the diocesan commiissions for lay ipostolare. We shall also speak sbouot the pilgrimage of the
WY Cross in Borundi and abour the Burundi National Youth Cross, snd we shall conclude with the
impact of WYD on Burundi

L PARISH AND DIOCESAN FORUMS AND YOUTH GATHERINGS

The fiest nathonal forum in Burundi ok place in August 2005 at the sme time a8 WYD was
tiking place in Cologne. However, there had previowsly been forums in the diocese of Bujumbura
since 2003 with the support of the Emmanuel Community. Since that time there has been an snnus|
riational forum as well as several parish, vicariate and diocesan forums and gatherings. For the natinnal
forums we Invite representatives from neighbouring countries like Rwands, RDC and Tansania.
Sometimes ropresentatives come from western countries. Since 2006 we have had at beast three foruma
pez year of three w five duw duration in each diocese. Some dioceses like the Archdiocese of Gitega
have had up o seven forums each year, and this does not inchude gatherings organised in the parishes.
These forums and gatherings take place in a dimate of faith, praver and devotion.

Huge numbers of young people join these patherings. For the year 2008 the tota] number who
have taken part in one<lay gatherings throughout the counery smoimis 1o over 200,000 young people,
and the forums of three to five days have been antended by amoand 70,000, These figures refer i the
atherings and forums that have involved the Episcopal Commission for Lay Apostolate which has
given financial support and some of the lle. There have been several parish forums and youth gathe-
rings organised without the msistance of the CEAL
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hihmmﬂcnuﬂmdﬂuﬂm&ﬂﬂnmuﬂﬂhmﬁmh
new communities. They contribute generously and voluntaiily i the organisation of these forums, and
M&qhmmhhhpﬂhmﬂ:ﬂﬂm&dmw
Wemﬂﬂmnmﬁmm&um“hﬁpmm&mm
ﬁﬂun“mnmhm-&Mﬁmﬂprdwﬂu
them catechesia. The presence of the Apostolic Nuncio at the fonms contributes 1o the dimension of
the universal Church and encoumges our youth,

We would alao like to point out that the International Forum of Catholic Action (IFCA) has sup-
ported the CEAL in coordinating and training young people in Burundi, Rwanda and the Kiva
Region of RDC. IFCA alo helps us to better conndinate them for allround tratning that will help
them to become more involved in pastoral ministry.

EMWMNMWMMNMMMWDCNET&!
NOVEMBER 2006 greatest isnpact

Mmm&mﬁ&mmmdwmheuhhmhmhwnmﬂlhwnmﬂ
October 2006 coming from CongoBrazzaville. Unfortunately, they did not arvive until 23 October,
and they had m leave on I November 2006,

In spite: of this sethack, the pilgrimage of the WYD Crow and loon of Our Lady in Banundi sow 1 mas-
shve participation of Christiara, particularly young people, duting the pilgrimage throughout the dioceses
anhwﬂli:ndeﬁm&hhhwmmmﬂwm#
wﬂnﬂhmﬁnﬂﬁdwﬁﬂﬁhm&nﬂuﬂhmﬂmbmhh
Christians for the Cross and leon 25 they pased was obvious 1 all. Some of them fell w their knees,
u&np-dh-ﬁhuhwu:hhtmndhnm&quiﬁmh_mhh
on a mountain of in the villages and the people hasened © reach him in order to bear his wonds and
be healed by touching him.

mmmmmmmmhmmmumm
there had been a lack of rain before thar tme. As the Cross passed by, some people were healed of
Mhﬁmhhﬂmhmufuhuu&ﬁummmdmmﬁmhﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂr
m%mmﬁmhﬁmdmdmm%mhdhm
sence of Muslims snd Protestants.

The bishops, priests and religious welcomed the Cross and lean with devotion and faith. They
whﬂn&uﬂhmﬁWﬁhmhuﬂhhﬁ:mnﬂﬂumH&
people who sccompanied the Cros throughout the country. The priess sometimes heard confessions
il four o'clock in the morming.

mmwmﬂmﬂmmmmmwmm
mﬂhﬁﬁdhﬂhﬁudhﬂmﬂhn&ﬂﬂduﬂhﬂnﬁhmwn
prowdded by the Burundi National Youth Cross that was blessed by our bishops on 17 Augost 2007 in
Ngosi. Thar pilgriniage was certainly of huge impact in affirming the fith of the Christians of Burundi
and in particular of the young people.

HL PILGRIMAGE OF THE NATIONAL YOUTH CROSS IN THE DIOCESE OF NGOTL:
continuing the impact of the WYD Crom

The Natienal Youth Ceoss of Burtindi that wis blessed by our Bishop pantor on | T Auigit 2007
at the third National Youth Forum in Ngoth went ot « yearlong plgrimage throughout the dincese of
Wynet. [t passed throvgh all the parishes and ecclesial communities before being pamed on to the die
cese of Muying.

The words of the Bishops of Burundi delivered during the hlesing of this Crom are written o the
plague: “Dear yowng people, secvive thin Cron a3 @ syn of God's lwe: for humansey and o @ e of smiey and
vecomsctliertion s Christ comenenaed s

As in the pilgrimage of the WY Cross, each communiry colebrates with a solemn Mam of the
Cilorious Cross, adoration, of the Cross, the Wy of the Crom, Marian praper, praver vigils until dawn
{1500 0 2000 people] and confessions.

Catechesis on the meaning of the Cros are given before, during and afier the pllgrimage of the
National Croms. This pilgrimage certainly brings about mamy spiritunl benefin. Over 182,620 peepile
from different parishes and areas ook part with faith and devorion st the various welonme erremaonkes
for the Nathonal Cross i 2008 in the diocese of Npnri.

Otker consequences of the WYD Crasn wisls to Buruadi

»  These youth forums snd gatherings help to refocus the faith and lives of youny people on the
peron of Josus Christ who reconciles oy while he hangs from the Cross and makes ws brothens
and sisters. For this purpose there i pilgrimage of thomandy of young people with the National
Youth Crom and sdorstion of the Blessed Sacrament throughout the night rhar concludes with
Mu. The faith of young people, currently threatened by the proliferstion of sects and the rapid
expanion of likam, § gren new strength.

*  The wropis of universal fellowship can be felt: young people from different ethric groups are
hosted with fumilies they do not know. At the beginning they are afruid they will be killed, bue afeer
thres or five daw, they hecome friends of these hioat families. Yourh nemwndks for peace o sarmed
with young people in other diocees or in neighbouring countries.

*  The devire to experience the joy of fith: Young people experience the joy of fuith during youth
forums and gutherings. For this reason many parishes sk for these events to take plice in their

*  Youth engagement: Young people strive for o cilliure of peace, reconciliation snd fonjiveness ina
When the young people in the Catholic Action and spiritaliy movements are given rogponsibi:
liey and become more sctive in their pariahes snd Church groupes, they begin 1o ke resporsibiliy
for many youth activities.

* A youth network in the subregion: A youth network is beings set up to foster 8 mature and
responsible faith and & culture of pesce and reconciliation between Burundi, Rwands and the
Democratic Republic of Congo. T is for this purpose that the youth of these three countries imvite
each other to their forums in order to eechange experiences of faith and Took at the challenges
that stand tn the way of peace and reconciliation or that eride human dignity in the sub-region.
From 29 July to 3 Avgust 2009 & similir forum will ke place in Bujumbora if the meina allow.

I cannot conclude this rlk without paying tribute to the wonderful respanse of the young peaple
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and their spirit of sacrifice and seligiving for the ske of sthers | also wish w0 point out that our bishe
pu show great interest in these forums, They remain the scrivities organised each day. We are very gre-
tefull w the Internationsl Farin of Cathalic Action (IFCAY, Catholic Action in Spain, the Fund for
Evangelisation in Spain and the Episopal Commission for Lay Apostolase in Francr who have sippor-
ted s financially 20 well 2 in organisation. As long s parallel WYDs are not organised in Africa,
African participation will be limites! for financial resons, and also on account of those young peaple
whio do not want to retum to thelr country of origin beczuse they are i search of a betrer fuure,

May Pope Jean Paul 11, founder of WYDs, be canonised!

The impact of WYD in Asia

Joy Candelario
Execulive Secrelary
FABC (Federation of Asian Bishops Conferences}-OLF-YOUTH DESK

A Aman Yourmn Srons

mUMHmMMMHmhMTM&HHmM
various tnterviews, news updates and opinion articles on the event and with the youny Astans s their
primary subjects. Lot u2 ke o look ot somz refloctions thoy b of the WYDY
1 hatve [ewrned the importance of wnisy end secomeiliathon, und tha hoes musde me foel mome comfident and motima-
ted, said Shahzad, whe lives in Hydersbad, 150 kilometers northease of Karachi (Pakistan). Tn hia view,
such wctivities are meded for Christian youths "living silenthy” in this Muslim-majority country,

Dreviana Wiiaya of Bandung diooese in West Java, Indonesia told UCANews on August 2, One hig
Lexsom | bue aben frum WYLD is aboss giving We should jut pive and give, and never think of whar well gt

Hhm&&mm%ﬁmm.mmlwﬂm&mm
bist acleded he trade tanty ew friends though body languige. The youth said he apprecismed the music
@mﬂu‘lﬂﬂmlﬂhiu&uﬂhhﬁhhﬁquhnﬁwﬂfdrﬁﬂmﬂr

Aa | had scrawled on a piligrims’ wall just & few dop proviowly We haae come fram Singapors 10 moet
lema! And there, in the Blewed Sacrament, [ et Jenn. And | onderstood thae had T pot hael such s terribly
disappointing day, | would not have been able t experience the God of comfort in sch 2 wonderful
way.

1 heswe sen mimal ondermastional fricndship. It sengshens ey fitith. Oher host femilies weve lovehy. They e

ted san an if woe e thieir childvem, added Bussraphan Bootsala, a young man from Chisng Mai provinee,
northern Thailund.

The experience smped me o lead i liff m the gpérit and ey to be 2 witnes to Christ, Adrian Ho said. Already
an altar server a1 Blessed Sacrament Church in Kuching, eastern Malaysia, Adrian ssid be i now motive
ted o become a lector and take an active role in the parish youth ministry.

Sirfkunys Makullawsnichnun, 34, said secing a group of tribal youths receiving the Sacrament of
Recomciliation impressed her mout as Thai youth coordinator, Some wid they hadn't rorived the scramens
for fiwe years. Mo of them had forgatien how o comfen

Honever, the Holy Spirt chinged that and kindleslin them the fire of Gods kve, she recalled.

These stories sugpest the impact World Youth Day has created among Astan young Catholics. In a
discussion with fourteen (14) heads of youth commissions within Asia, these heads shared thas youth
delegmies from their countries fund the event aignificant: for many resons

a. It provides an experience of the universal church,

With enly 3% Christians in this most populated region in the world, the WYD helps young Asians
experience what it is 10 belong o the Catholic community. Celebrating the Mass in o language not
their own, praying with peaple from all over the world, limening to the same erth spoken to them in
catechism but presented in different approaches, they realize thar they are not alone in living the fith.
They are with millions of others who center their life in Jeus

b Tt helps them to cclebrate and enjoy thelr young life & Catholics.

Especially for young Aslans coming from countries with socialist governments snd places where
poverty and srife are ordinary realities of life, the WYD gives them time to celebrute and sppreciate
the gift of being young. With vourhful music, song, dance, and other Irely elements expressed in the
various WYY events, they are encouraged 1o sppreciate their giftedness and explore posibilities foer
growth around them. Their encounters with counterpars from all over the world enable them not
only to see the world in a2 different way, bur also e appreciate more the basic essentials in life.

e It develops community spirit among them.

Journeying as one delegation, sharing stories, going through struggle snd pains and dreaming
together, they become o church - o small community desiring 1o see God in others and fn themsches,
In the process, leadenhip capacities are also enhanced. This makes for fertile ground for deeper mini-
stry for the young.

d. It rencws them in their faithy discovering Jesus and the Church.
The experience is lifechanging to young Asians. The formative experiences as well as the spaces for
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contemplation and communal worship help them grow in faith and 1w understnd it better. Coming
back, they feel empowered to share their faith and to live it radically. Many of them volunteer their ser-
vices 1o the parish , while still others discover theit vocation 1o the priesthood or consecrared life.

B. Asan Coumch avp YouTn Misastay

Mt Catholic churches in Asia have slready developed their own structure 10 care for the needs of
their young populsce. While some countries like India, the Philippines, and even Indonesia hnve a
very clear and systematic structure for thelr youth ministries, many, like Laos, Mongolia and
Cambodia, ate still young as their local chirches are also slowly emerging. Yet, despite these diversi
ties, it s interesting to note that most of these countries organize o contingent for the WYT,

Mongolia, for instnce, sent fifteen (15) young people aut of only five indred wenty-five (525)
Catholics throughout the country. It might even be the most well represented Catholic church in
Sydney! Vietnam had more than three hundred (300} delegares in the recent WYD, & far cry From i
very small contingens in the past.

& WYD, a major youth ministry event

Youith commissions abo take the WYD us a major event in their youth calendsr. Through the
yean, they huve developed their own mechanism o make the redious process of onmnizing effective
and efficient. Some commissions, like Hong Kong, create s separate committee and employ personnel
tw bandle the process of promotion, screening of delegates, and coordinating WYDorelsted acthities
with them. Dinceses are alio given the proper orientation for endoming delegates so they are screened
from the parish up to the national level. In the aspect of finance, despite the economic realities in our
region, it is smazing how countries are able to raise funds and how groups are willing to expend
resources. In the Philippines, sariows creative spproaches have been employed by would-be delegates tn
rabse funds. From the classic solicitation letters and request for second collections in Masses, some
young people also raise funds by onganizing concers, house to house serenading, crafis making, and
others.

But there are also countries, Nepal, for instance, which chose not to send any official delegation.

According to a church official in the apostolic vieariare, The Chamch in Nepal had gven youtks the
apportunity to attend such cvents i the pust, but the naslts were not wtisfactory. He sabd he wanted the
youths o attend wich events and put into practice what they learned, but this has not happrnad = firr heve
in Nepal. The other reason for the Church not sending youths to WYD this year, he added, was that 2
Catholic youth from Nepal went missing during the last international WYD celebration, in Germany
in 2005,

These sentiments are not soluted. Many youth ministers have also expressed the conssant fear of

lasing people B the WYD. This n especially true in Southeast and South Asta, where peaple have
migrated s other countries for more financhal stability. As the financial crisis looma all over the
region, this cccurmence will surcly continue in the next WY Th

At the sme time, the huge emount needed to send esch delegate s enough to finance several pro
gramma Fot young pecple In 3 diocese or 3 parish. While the spirit of solidenity and onenes achieved by
the event s incomparable, there might be more presing concerns in the local level which the young
nead to face.

b Pre-WYD Programa

1. Catechesis

PreWYD formation programs are organized by mose countries. This s 2 venoe o prepare their
delegates spiritualy for the evenr. That youth, for example, have stodied the WYD 2008 theme, lear
neid aboot the 10 patron eaine, and reflected on Pape Benedicr X' messsge for the WYD 2008 =
preparation. In other couniries like Indis and the Philippines, preWYT programs are made svailsble
1t dioweses an that it cen be used for their local formation. Implementation, however, & left 10 the
dmgdﬂtdhmlnmmn.d\eﬁnuhﬂhmﬁnmm#hkm
the WYTI in Sydney. Adopting the mme theme of the WYD 2008, three hundred (300) youth, incle
ding some wheo are nonCatholics, gthered tn Sacred Heart Purish for & whole day of praver, teaching,
and commaniry building.

1. Celebrarion

Befote the WYD 2008, some countries had the opportunity 1o have the WYD Croms and leon of
Our Lady po on pilgrimage in their dioceses. This became 2 spiritual experience not only for delegates
but for the entire chirrch. In Dili, where the WYD) Cross and leon stayed for four (4) days, about five
thousand (5,000) people pcoompanied the Crom and Jeon in the different parishes of Dhli. This becs
me o moment of solidarity for the church, as people prayed for forgivencss. Bishop da Sike sid & b
time for young people to foegine each other, tem oy from sin, in owder to bring this country an the right path of
devetapmens. Acounding fo the report, mamy young Cathalics hae admitted participation m crimes sach a3 gang
viokencr, theft and amon after o mitisery muting v waged in April 2006,

The same experience happened in Kotes, the Philippines, and other Asian countries where the
Cross amed keon went on pllprimage.

3. Communiry Life
There are countries that also offer seambuilding experiences for their delegations, to help them o
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multiracial. Preparing the delegates coming from different ethnicitios i a pastoral chaflenge, but it is
also an oppormanity for community bailding.

In Sel Lanks, Tamil and Sinhalese delegates benrned to share cultural differences, and came o0 3
commaon vision for pescebuilding in their wartom country, [t i a pras gift 10 gt @ proeval wdea of the
comdition of Lamkan youths, said Philip Sanjeewa Ranasinghe, 21, a Sinhalese student from Galle dioce
se. He saldl the group disoussed the comman idess to sdhure with, the world youtho. In addition o uniting in
prayer, meditation and Mass, the youths practiced the Sinhalese Eandyan dance, the Tamil
Bhamthanaiyem dince, and & commen dance for memben of both communiries.

¢. Post-WYT) Programs

1. A Call ta Action

The experience of WYD has encouraged some youth delogstions wwands a common response
sctton. [ndonesia, which by expetienced major calamites in the lst couple of years, has pledped for
environmental campaign even before the WYD. When they atended the Green Waorld Youth Dy
campaign in Sydney, Indonesizn delegates united in g common plan of sction for environment when
thiey renurn. We nerd i Lounch a comman movernend, sach a3 pesceful action againy cominder whaie opera
t1ms may destrory the enviemmens, weesrted an ndoresicn young bady. For her oum port, she sd, D el sk poung
friench o care for the emvmummant by collecting garbage and planding o,

Likewise, memben of some yourh movements {Le. TYCS, IYOW, IMCS, and MUARC) moted
infsks responded to the call of the Spirit o become whinoiaes. They have commitied themuclves to six
pols:

1. Besctive in the strugple ageing hunger, poverry, discrimination and exclusion, and work toward
watld of justice snd peace.
1. Think and act responsibly in personal life and in community in support of the UN. Millennium

Gonls.

3. Call upon young people to share experiences and energies in social, political and econcomic e

4. Call Church and civil society leaders to support and encoarage young people in action ro eradicate
poverty, hunger.

5. (Call Chamrch Leadens mo witness o young people, of fith lived in acthons of justice and equaliry.

6, Call civil society to hold governments sccountable 1o achirve the Millennium Development Geale

Vietrinm and same odher countries organisd a collective response, such us going to rural places to
share their lws with ather young people, and abw providing experiences for them,

Few however have reported having a comprehersive plan of sction not only imelving the delegates
bt the locd chiirch as well, Though s earlier reporred, many youths commit themselves o work for

the Church, the WYD does not provide a scheme for the mission 1o be actualived. With the varions
challenges each region and country s facing, there is & nesd 1o enable the young o become aware of
global and local issues, reflect on them in the light of the teachings of the Church, and respond
together, This will enable them o dialogue with life and live their faith in the context of everyday realis

1. WYD Reunions

After the WYD, delegates mormally experience 1 special bond among co-pilgrime. Most countries
reported that because of this, even without » strucire, delegares create opporunities o montinue che
Mwmmm'ﬁMmmSmhmwﬂrmwhHmMﬂ»
ts can be downloaded and personal reflections can be continually shared. Some have prayer gathe
rings and fellowships rogecher,

However, these reunions seem short lived, since there s no strucwre and clear goal o achieve for
the group. Beskles, the group that is creand cannot mally survive, & young poople come from diffe-
rent parts of the country,

IF & parish community, however, has a structure where the youth delegate can be abworbed and
where a/he cin feel @ sense of belonging, he/his experience of community will continue. While ths
happens in same instances, 3 youth ministry plan that & rooted in the realities of young people and
the vision of the local church will make this possible.

In this regard, youth commissions, with all the youth ministers present in the WYD, should alio
be provided & means to reflect on the theme of the WYD in the level of minisiry, Furthermore, some
directives can be ghven s that what is taken up during these events will be helpful in the overall
sccompaniment the local church has for the young.

3. WYD Followup Sessions

Adter the WYD, many young pilgrims desice for a continuous experience, especially in the sres of
Catechesis in the WYD ideally provides foundation in Scriptures and Church teachings, for young
people o imbibe the chosen therme in their dafly lives. Some bishopcatechists chosen for this purpase
have helped many of our pilgrims to grow in their faith and thint more for the truth. Howeer, some
piligrims did ot have the same experience with their bishop-catechiss.

There is & need for catechesia to be more relevant 10 isues of the young, 1o be more youth-friendly
=nd participatory. Likewise, isues like interreligious dialogue, should find 2 spsce in catechests.

Further, the team approach, employed by some catechesis animation teams from Asian countries
mmwmmmmmmmmw_mu
ring and creative prayet linked with the theme of the day, while the bishops provide the sound 1es-
ching.
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Asidde from producing the desired resuls, the medivm, which & tmmwork, becomes the message. An
cxample for youth ministen o exemplify-youth ministry with, for and by the youth,

¢ Summary

On the whole, the entire WYD journey provides the Asian church u framework by which the
Church can minister to the young: journeying with the young through formation, communiry buil
ding, and mission, among many others.

However, if youth ministry ls seen as 3 developmental minkstry and not just 2 & oneshor event, it
should be able to help in developing structures and stmtegies for youth commistons o wke up the
theme for on-going ministry in the local level

If it Is seen as @ ministry of the church, it ought w touch base with reality, allowing the young
dialogoe with global and local lsues sround them.

H youth ministry s pro-active and resultoriented, the WYD should enable delegations o move
towards change, transforming their societies by their presence and conmibution.

We hope for deeper dinlogue and collaboration between the eountry host, the PCL and youth
commissions o that the youth ministers themsehves ean be considered as the crucial link in making
the vision of WYD operstive not anly in the days of the eelebration but beyond.

References:

WYD Stories, 2007-2008, UCANEWS

Youth Ministry in Asin, Refiving the Emmau Story, 2nd Bishops' Instiute for Lay Apostolate on
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Youth Secion Poniical Councl for the Lally
Valican City
INTRODUCTION
What can we sy abour WYTY
What is the vocation of WYLV

Why dis we organise wach gatherings!

Where does WYD fit in the Church’s youth minisrg

How does WYD reveal the Church's pastoml ministry with young people!

John Paul 11 and Benedict XV1 provide us with elements that respond o these questions, and we draw
theem from thetr addrosses ghven over the past 15 years. Whit do they tell ue

A WHAT 15 WYD!

1. John Paul [1's prophetic insight

Benedict XV1 regards WYT a8 prophetic insight that come wo John Paul 1L
=... the establithment of World Youth Dy, desival with prophetic inatghs by my unforpeonble Predecemor
(Benedict XV, peoeral audience after bis return from Cologne, 24 Aogust 2005).

1. For more than solely an event!

WYY is often accused of being st an event that consumes lots of enery and mezns withoor contr-
buting to renewnl in the ordinary lives of young people in the Church. To this sccusation Benedic
X1 respondic World Youth Diay is mach maove than i cvent, It b o timie of desp spiritual renevial, the frats of
which benefin the whole of seciety. Young podgrma we filed with the desisr 1 pray, 10 be nowrtthed by Woed and
Sacrument, to be tanifirmed by the Haly Spivit (Benedict XV, penernd sudience, 4 July T007)

3. The goal of WYD: to refacus young people’s faich and life on the person of Jerus Chrise

Ideas wre erpularly presented from all over m improve the content of WYD or 1o renew it For exme
ple, people dream of WYD offering testimony of youth cngagement on behalf of peace, or the defence of
life, e for justice in the world, or for the fight agatnst poverty and discrimination, or on behalf of ecor
bogy. Ut coukd ako contribane in the ares of coumenism or inerfzith dislogue. All of these objectives
could be very useful, very imporant and very spproprisee
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Bust s this the goal of WYD! What are the critzris for dscemment in order to choose one pasionl
abm ar another!
In onder to find criteria for discernment, we must look at the goal of WYD and its special charism,

Jobn Pl 1 defined the poal of WY thus

The principal ahjective of Woeld Yoacth Dery &t focn the feith and life of every young e on the penon
of Jemas (hrist 3o chat Jewus mary be their constant point of rejevence s well o the inipirasion of every initiatie
and commirmams for the eduomsion of the new praevations. Thiv i3 the ‘mazim’ of ey Youth Py Taben alio-
wether throughanet this decade, they have been an angoimg compelling coll o0 buikd Life and faith wpom u rock, and
thust vock s fesin Cheist (John Paul 11, letter on the ocenston of a seminar on WYD, 8 Moy 1996).

4. Going forth together to meet Christ

Like his predecessar, Benedicr X1 identifies WYD a3 1 meeting with Chriar:

The solemn World Youth [heye s moching if not the cubmination of a long procou in which the young peofrle
om0 one anothey gnd then, soprther, turm to Chrie Jn Asteslia i sas mot by chaner that the Wy of the
Crom, wwnding throvgh the ciry, become the high pomt of thow days. Omee again, i semmed wp everything thas
heted occmmved im proviow peam, while pomting o the Chae who gathen w together: (o that Gid who loves w all the
wny o the Crow. Thus, the Pope himaelf i nar the sty avsmel which everything revolua.

He s completely and snlehy @ Vicur, He points beyond himlf 1 the Othr who o m owr midse [n the end,
the salemm [stwrgy 1 the conve of the whle svene, beomie mo it there taker plaoe something that we ownehve can
rant bring about, yer somethimg for which we are abuerp swapng, Chrin 1 prosent. He comey intn pur midee. The
heavgrn am vt and the cath filled with Ught (Benedict XV, address o the Roman Curia, 22 December
2008).

5. Sending young people foreh on pilprimage aloay the roads of the world

This meeting with Christ nakes ploce during a pilgrimage, we are tld by John Paul IL
Youung progle are therefore culled prriadically e set ol om pifpimoge abmg the mads o the serdd. The Clanch can
o iuedf amed ity mzevaam, o Aarsanbandd im shese wmg people

With young penple the Chirech fiaces the chublenges of the funioe, at the same time heing oware that all hona.
nizy nerds 10 be repuvenated in ipénit. This pilgrimage of youch belds bridpes of fellmeshipr end hape betseen cone
nents, peoples sl cultencs. The josmey i in comatang mosement, ut bk fife, and st fidoe yoth (John Paul 11,
Jetter an the ooomion of a seeninar an WYD, 8 May 1996,

6. To cxperience the foy of faith

Joha Paul 11 and Benedict XV emphastsed that the joy of faith i one of the charcteristics of
WYTH chat they hiad observed:

World Youth Days have prroved 0 be “occasions for young people o profens wnd procksim thelr faith m
Christ with ever grestter joy™ (Jobin Paul 11, letter on the occasion of s seminar an WYD, 5 May 1996).

ih%ﬂawmﬂhnh'mmm&nﬁudﬁﬂumﬁ
Seadium in Puecaembu, Séo Paulo, Brasil, 10 May 2007).

Aczonding o Scripture, jy is ome of the fruits of the Holy Spirit (ef. Gal 5:22). Thin frust was ahundany visi-
ble during thee days in Sydney. [) An iniegral part of any celebwation i juy. A colebmation can be onpanized, joy
comnot. |t com only be offered ax @ gift; ol in fiuct 1t b been giocn 10 5 in abundance. For this we are gratefid
Mnhﬂﬁuﬁu}qulhﬂ#’ﬁdﬁlﬂpﬁ.uﬂnhhﬂuﬁhﬁﬂdﬂﬁﬂbh The Holy
Spérit gives s jry. And he is joy. Joy is the gift that nem wp all the ethe gifes, It is the expression of hsppines, of
being in hermany with carselues, which can andy come from being in harmeny with God snd with his cveation. |t
& pewt of the nasse of jay 0 sgrrwnid, to be shared. The Chapech's missionary spirit is moching other thern the dive 1o
share the joy that has been given to 1 (Benedice XV, address to the Roman Curia, 12 December 2008).
7. A manifestation of God's action in the hearts of young peapls

John Pand 11 spoke with emotion of the joy of faith that i a sign of God's action in the hearts of
young people:

Theghons. these memansble World Youth Gathering, | have aften been deeply snachal by young people’
Joyons, spontanees lowe for Gl and for the Church. They wll of wffeing borme for the Gespel, of apparenthy
uwnmmmonnble chstacles that wer overcome with God' helpe they spask of their anguish befme & wovld rarmen.
ted by despai, cymicim and conflict. Each Mesting leaves me with an ever greater devive 10 praioe God for veven
htm]’-ﬁ-hm'{hﬁuﬁﬂﬁliﬂﬂnﬁﬁhﬂﬂ.lﬁuuﬂrmdlm
on WYD, 8 May 1996

8. The Emmaus experience (Lk 24)

Our finst conclusion is that young people st WYD have the same experience s that spoken of by
ammmm‘mm

like the disciples who were walking alang the road, young people lewve their homes and come 1o

WYD as pilgrima

2 Jesus tanght the pilgrims with the Word of God, the various events in WYD form one great cate-

chesis where the Word of God is at the centre and is communicated, witessed, meditated and

prayed,

Wﬂrﬂ&a“iﬂmﬁhdﬂhmmﬂum
of the path of comwersion to Christ that stavs out from the experiences and queries arising from the daily bves of
the young peaple. The Word of Gad is the contml point, cntechevioal neflection. i the method, prayer is the mste.
numce, and communication ind dialogue ave the distinguishing style (John Paul 11, letter an the ocasion of 3
seminar on WYD, 8 May 1996),

w the disciples recognised Jesus in the breaking of bread, young people can meer Christ at the

various celehrations (litorgies, Masses, way of the cross, Eucharistic sdoration)
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as the disciples returned to Jerusalem to witness o the living Christ to the Church that was gathe
red together and that confirmed them in their fith, WYD s a Church event in which young peo:
ple are both confirmed n their faith and are witnesses o others.

9. Ewerything directed towards meeting Christ in the Church

Owr second conclusion allows us m answer the question that was asked before: can we make place
in WYD for signa of service 1o peace and justice, to the drive sgainat social inequalities and world hun-
ger, of service w ecology and interfaith dialogue? All of these domaing are important missionary terrs
tory for the Chunch. They follow on from the mission of service m humankingd that the Church has
received, the service of unity ind communion. In a word, these misions of the Church afise fom
God's kove for humanivy (of. Benedicr XVT, Dewn carvitan eat). Thin love has been given to us and we have
recetved the diving command w live it out: “that you love one another as [ have loved you™ (n 15:12),

In arder for the younger gemerations vo enter into this framework of charity and o be engaged
with the world, WYDY guides young people towards the source of charity, Gad, whose Merey is made
manifest in Chrise in the heare of the Church. At WYD we must also avoid being dispersed in fob
lowing seversl objectives. no matter how legitimate they may be. The basic objective is t© lead young
people towards & meeting with Christ. We are certain that this meeting will then guide them towands

In this spirit, we must be careful to keep on course with the proposals for activities made during
WTH and during the preparatory days In the dinceses. In recent WYDs, care was mken o allow only
whatever would prepare for a meeting with Christ and  refuse anything thar might not be helpful for
this purpose. In practice this referred to choloss made regarding music, exhibitions, concern, shows
and snimanion during waiting periods.

Charing WYD and the preparutory days in the dioceses, there is o need to "take 3 bresth”. Young
people cannot be enclosed in o church praying all duy! Can enterminment be offered with secular dan-
cing and rock music! Can they go sightseeing during the preparatory daws in the dioceses’ The deci-
sion wi made - and it has been regarded as justified and fruidul -, not o encourge enterminment
and amusesnent that come. from a secularised culiure unles they embody, in one way or another, the
search for Jesus Christ. This does not rule our mck concerts and radithonal dances when they are
explicitly directed towards Cheise in the Church, In choosing activities, the question o sk reparding
each one is: will this foster o relationship with the Saviour! Will it contribute 10 2 discovery of the
Chameh!

The eriterion bs therefore to think of things in 2 way coberent with Christian spirital experience.
In this way we have s great amount of freediom with this proces.

B, THE FRUITS OF WYD

10. Countless benefits : fellowship and witality in the worldwide Church

We know that the experience of meeting Jesus Christ at WYD produces mvuch fruit. Benedicr XVI
tells pu

I hawe chism felt @ wery special joy at these encounten. | wenemiber epecially the Tuenticth World Youth
ey it whiich | s abde to preevicde moo yemn agn i Gernamy

Some of you garhered heve taday weve alio present! 11 s in emation] menary for me on acosmt of the e
durnt fruits of the Lond's groce powred mut upon. thawe who weve there.

Amaong the mamy frdn which [ could poims w, then o Errle donbe thar the fint w the armplary wense of fel:
kownhip that 1ood o o ey witre o the Chasch's perernial sitadlty throughont the world . (Mecting with the
yonath ar the Municipal Seadinm in Pacaembu, S3o Faulo, Brasil, 10 May 2007),

11. WYD gives youth the opportunity to feel respansible for the Church

Another benefit of WY is thar the Church allows youth to mke respomibility
- Responsibility b ghven in the orpanisation of WYD, g, there were 25,000 volinween for Rome 2000
- At WYD, the Church sends the young people owt an mision. John Paul 11 emphastsed this aspect:

With their enthusianm and their exbernnt enewpy, ynmg people ask 1o be emcownsped 1o hecome ‘active in
esampelezastion and participunts b the remewnd of sociery’ (Cristifideles Lnici, 46), Young jenple - whe sejroent the
youthfulness of the Church thast is the cver young Bride of Gt (cf Eph 5,22:33) -, av na ondy cangelized in
thus wary, but they alio become cmgelisers a1 they take the Gespel 1o their peen, even W thow who are distans
from the Charch and hawe mot yet héand the Goad Nesin (John Paul 11, letter on the occasion of @ seminar
an WYY, & May 1906),

12. A place with a special call for vocations

One of the impormnt aspects of this conferring of responsibility and sending forth on misskon &
the call o vocation. In this regard, Benedice XV1 had this to sy

Howsver, | waneld liker heve w0 vecall o special Meeting, my encosmter with the semmarimns, young men called
o veume. rosdice amd pervonal follossang of Christ, Teacher and Faston, | wunted 0 spectfic mament to be devoeed
W e el commsin s v B by oo Word Youeh Dy, pilcgd s
when the Hoby Spirit makes hes call fovcefully heand (Benedict XV1 on his rewm fram Cologne, General
Aundiencs 24 Augus 2005),

13. A new beginning for youth pastoral ministry in the host country

Another beneficial result of WYD is the depth of renewsl of youth ministry in the host country, A
WYD in Cologoe, Benedice XV1 spoke of this when addressing the bishops:
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The exerience of these patit 20 yesm has tmaght wn thatt every World Yosith Day 6 i a cetnin seme 2 new
bepimning fir the patstonial curve of yung people in the country that hosts it Preparing for the svens molnlizes people
and reowrars. We have seen It nght kere fn Germiny: how o miee “mobilization” hai peaded the Counimy,
prompieng a surge of enengy. Latntdy, the colebtion inelf Brings a g of enthusiitm thas munt be sestained snd,
s to sponk, vendered definitive. This eneraonn potentinl rmengy can further icrae, tpreading aom the wrisery.
| am thinking of the pavishes, aueckctions and movements. | am thinking of the prian, Religion, mechins and
amimator moled with young people (Benedics XVL, WYD In Cologne, meeting with the German bisho-
P, 11 Avguse 2005).

C. THE IMPACT OF WYD ON THE PASTORAL WORK OF THE CHURCH WITH YOUNG
PEOFLE

14. A suppert for regular pastoral ministry with young people in the Church

We sce WYD a3 being & huge suppont for the Church's regulsr pastoral mindstry with young peo-
ple. | quote from John Panl 11

Workd Youh Dhay i the Chinch's Dty for youch cind with youizh. Tt dloes not claim 1o be un aliernative to sepw
Lar yoth missstry which ofien vequires great sacrifice and dediasion. It 1 iended more to comdidatr thes werk
by offering new: possbiltics fo expigrment, objecties hat can foser cwr ey moleemens and paricipation
While aiming to awoken more sustained euthunaim in apouslic action among yung people, the (hurch conainky
ot not with to ikt them from the vt of the community, biet mether 1o empoiwer them to be respornaible for an
aponlate Gt will rench out 0 other age growpe ond socus] mubiews m the content of the ‘new mangeliazion”
(lohn Paul T1, letter on the occaslon of 3 seminar on WYD, B May 1996),

15. WYD renewn youth minlsiry

Dwur final conchugion & that we observe how WYD pives o mitsdtifaceted response o the current
needs of young people, and that it has characteristic elements that huve been present sinee the carliest
YD or thar have been fashioned by the Holy Spirit over the yeam. Some of the clements of WYD
aan illuminate regular youth ministry. Hene we list some of them:

A the dimenaion of fellowship and communicn through:

¢ gutherings

*  the artistic dimension: music, theatre

B. the exclesial dimension through: o cdosenes ta the bishops:

*  comtact between young people and the ministry of the bishop

*  the bishop has to be involved in wouth miniary o sctive involvement of priess

» youth minisry requiites pricss who ane maincd and commined; the fact of being a young priest i

an advantage because of 3 closer cultural connection wich youth, but this in iself does not confer
competence. Training s necessary.
*  the diversity of young people, the universality of the Chunch

C. proclaiming Christ o the core of our pastoral work is the proclamation of the kerpgma

This proclamation i incressingly necessary becatise younger generations have not heard sbout the
plan of sabvation revealed by Christ. They know liule about the vocation of the human person, of the
Covenant, of the divine presence within us (grace), the words of the Covenant contained in the
Commandments, sin and salvation in Christ. When Benedict XVT spoke to the young people on his
arrival in Sydney (Thunsday 17 August, welcome ceremony st Barangaroo) he autlined for them the
plan of sabsation, very simply, beginning with his observations from the window of his plane.

Do we do this often encugh? o the proclamation of the kerygma is 3 eatechesis centred on Chrise

The experience of Youth Dy is o imvitation 1 all of ws, Bishaps and pastanal workers, to constant reflection
uuﬁhﬂﬂﬁ#ﬂﬂﬂ.“hhﬁﬂﬂhﬂﬂﬂh
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