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Youth Coordination
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things have happened. During these last two years, we have kept up our friend-
mmmﬁmwmmmmmmmmm
with CA groups in different countries and through conjoint voluntary work
and formation programmes. We have also given our support in the organiza-
tion of the collection for the Holy Land which is held universally. Young peo-
ple from the Holy Land have also participated in our summer activities. We
are naw working on a project, which will include all the different initiatives
undertaken in mkmﬂMﬂhMMMwmm
mmmwmmm&mdﬁmmh
the Holy Land.
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The Youth Coordination Group and the [FCA Secretariat mer twice: in
March and October 2009, These two meetings were attended by CA young
members from 14 countries. Those who attended shared their experiences of
exchanges and information about CA and its characteristics in their respective
countrics. They abso spoke about centres of spirituality, formation meetings
with theologians, writers and United Nations officials, preparations for the
farthcoming WYD in Madrid and plans for the coming Youth Coordination
activities.

We hope to meet you all in 2010 during the different IFCA Continental
Meetings!

Chiara Finocchierri
IFCA Youth Coordination
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About the international Pilgrimage fo
Holy Land (28.12.07 - 6.1.08)

150 young catholic action members and leaders from 26 different countrics
went on a pilgrimage to the holy land from the 28 december 2007 to thee 6
january 2008,

A dream, which started in enlogne during the wyd 2005, came true. the pik
grims wanted to go through an intensive experience of faith and of being a
church, by following the steps tmken by jesus. they wanted to visit the holy pla-
ces with the young people and the pastors of the christian communities who
arc presently living there. they also wanted to celebrate the 40t anniversary of
the setting up of the world day of peace, celebrated on the 1 january, in
Jerusalem.

Forry years ago, on the occasion of the world duy of peace, paul vi sent a group
of young members from the ica vo Bethlehem,

He asked them o ke the lamp of peace and place it in the grotto. likewise,
this year, young ca members from all over the world, went together to
Jerusalem as witnesses of peace and unity,

The young pilgrims were welcomed at the bethlehem catholic action centre, in
the parishes in jerusalem and in families in nazareth, the spirit of friendship
and fraternity which prevailed maxde them all feel very much at home.

The days were very full. there were visits to holy plices and meetings with the
christians living there and their pastors. the holy sepulchre was visited every
time the group went to jerusalem until the st january in the early moming
the young pilgrims could pray in silence ar the golgoltha and at the place of
the resurrection.

The special characteristic of this journey was the opportunity which the young
pilgrims had of mixing with the christian population of the holy land thus
building bridges of hope in a land marked by the constant building of walls
and divistons, the bond of friendship was strengthened even more as some
young people from bethlehem, jerusalem, tmybeh, haifa and nazareth joined
the international pilgrime on this pilgrimage. they also met people, mostly reli-
gious men and women, in houses of spirituality and solidarity in bethlehem as
well as in Nazareth.
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Through rhis direct contac, the pilgrims could ger a first hand experience of
what the patriarch said when he addressed them:

“we are two peoples, three grear religions and god has gathered us here
wgether.

This land does not belong to anyone in particular. Today, the lack of freedam
of movement makes everyone lose hope but we should siill believe in peace”,
The custodian of the holy land, p. pierbattista pizzaballa said: “here, the need
for dialogue is felt even more strongly especially between jews and christians as
here, one must remember, the division has an institutional dimension. there
is then the question of ecumenical relationships, where very often the problem
concerns ‘joint ownership’ more than the church irelf. the differences con-
cern the management of holy places.

This does not mean that one should stop all dialogue, rather we should perse-
vere in it

Undoubtedly, the most impressive moment was the 1st of january in jerusalem
during the eucharistic celebration presided over by patriarch sabbah, when
addressing the young people he said: "dear young people, be great, like josus
and not like the worldly so-called great, because you have 1o serve others befo-
re yourselves™. He then presented a young representative, of every country pre-
sent, @ hand-made ceramic lamp of peace, in the shape of a dove, produced by
a local christinn cooperative.

H.E. Mgr. Domenico Sigalini, bishop general assistant of the imlian catholic
action und bishop of palestring, together with 15 pricsts from different coun-
tries accompanied the pilgrims. On the 31 december, he presided over the
eucharistic celebration, with the singing of the te deum, in the latin parish of
saint catherine in bethlehem and on the 27 january in jericho,

daniel attinger, a monk from bose, who lives in jerusalem, conducted the daily
meditation with a reflection an the incarnation.

Each young pilgrim will surely treasure for a long time the beauty of the places
where Jesus walked with his disciples, the streets of Galilee and Judaea and
Jerusalem. He will long remember the beaming faces of the persons he mer,
especially in the small christian communities. they are definitely a precious
sign of peace and of gospel witnessing.

In the nanie of chirist, who became man in that land and who rose from the
dend for all humanity, we have gone there with a great desire to build bridges
and have come back with an even greater conviction to do so.

With simplicity and hope, humility and courage and looking beyond the walls,
let us go on with our efforts to sow friendship and fraternity.

This is also shown in the pilgrimage's logo, The lines, which depict the colours
of the flags of israel, palestine and the vatican, intertwine in such a way as to
form a bridge with a swing towards peace and justice.

And now our journey goes on in our parish and diocese but with a greater
responsibility towards those who live in the holy land, a better disposition 1o
organize meetings and exchanges and a deeper joy when we read, medimre and
study the word of god.

Oana Tuduce Oradea - Rome 6 april 2008
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Youth Coordination Meefing - March 2009

Participants

Yvonne Ndayikeza Burundi
Salvator Niciteretse Burundi
Chiara Finocchietti Italy
Marco lasevoli Ttaly
Marco Sposito ltaly

Joe Teuma Malta
Marvic De Bono Malta
Dulce Rivera Mexico
Zuzanna Karmanska Poland
don luliu e Romania

Programme

14 March

The participants attended the course ar the Pontifical Gregorian University arganized
by the International Forum of Catholic Action and the Ilian Catholic Action in colla-
boration wirh the Christian Life Community under the patronage of the Ponrifical
Council for the Laity, The coumse stared this semester,

The programme inchuded a theological debare on the laity based on Christifideles
Laici. Prof. Marco Vergottini and Prof. Stella Morra were the lecturers.

The afternoan was free. In the evening, the participants joined the National Council of
the Ialian Catholic Action for Viespers.

15 March

This was an intensive day. Dring the moming, Sandro Calvanl UNICRI (UN agency)
Director spoke about the contribution which Catholies can make to the governments
of the world in the contest of the current crisis.

During the afternoon, after the opening address of welcome by Emilio Insaurraga,
IFCA Coordinator, the members of the Secretariut and of the Youth Coordination
Group had an interesting discussion with Sandro Cabvani on the morning’s presenme
tion, This was in fact an in-depth study of aspects related with CA's main task, namely,
formation.

Each country then made its presentation and this gave a clear picture of CA youth in
the different parts of the world.

The evening ended with a short presenmtion given by Prof, Stella Morma about “the
challenge of presenting CA: content, target audiences, language used and communica-
thon akds”

16 March

During the morning the participants paid a visit to the Pontifical Council for Lay where
they were received by the Secremry, Bishop Msgr. Josef Clemens, the UnderSecretary
Prof. Guzmin Carriquiry and Fr. Eric Jacquinet, responsible for the youth sector.

A working session with Fr. Eric Jacquinet followed. Each country gave a short presenta
tion about the challenges which their youth have w face and what the Church and
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Catholic Action in their country can offer. A general outline of their Formative
Projects was presented.

As a followip of the work cirried out on Sunday and the presentations given in the mor-
ning, during the afternoon we split up into two working groups and worked on two
projects: a project for the Holy Land and a project for the prometion of CA among
youth. We discussed the involvement of CA Youth in the prepamations for WYD 2011
which is being held in Madrid. We proposed w draw up a preparatory itinerary and o
onanize a mecting for CA youth whio will be in Madrid for the WYD 2011.

We also discussed the possibility of creating a video abour CA Youth in the different
parts of the world and of organizing a meeting for CA youth every 2 or 3 years.

The Youth in Action Project, which was planned during the January meeting and
witich could be o resviirce for the next meeting, was presented,

17 March

During the momning the two working groups carried on with their wark at the TFCA
Cenral Office in Vin dells Conciliazione 1.

The group which worked on projects for the Holy Land presented a concrete plan,
developed by [FCA and CA luly. A copy of the plan is atiached. The first propasal was
to support the collection for the Holy Land which mkes ploce cach year on Good
Friday, A poster with an appropriate text was prepared. Another proposal was to do
something on the occasion of the Pope Benedice XVI's visit in the Holy Land (815
May). It was agreed that o message of support is to be sent ind that an appeal i to be
sent to CA in the different countries to organize prayers at Jocal level.

In the group which worked on the promotion of CA among youth, it was decided to pre
pare material which arswers to the following questions: Who are CA youth! For whom &s
CAI Why is CA 2 good proposal’ What do we do in CA? Where does CA stem from?

We all agreed abour the importance of sustming CA ar parish, diocesan, national and
mlmﬁmihvﬂ.Tomppmﬂ:hldnitw wminm:mﬁmd

MWWW‘&MM w issue a newslenter, which will be
hed every thres

ind which will include different initiatives at local and
Mﬁmﬂldﬁthm&mwnmpﬂmh
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Another task was the finalization of the project Youth in Action which is to be submit
ted to the National Agency by the Talian CA by the st April. In this project Spain,
Malta and Romania agreed to work with Poland and Bulgaria.

Mmhwﬂdunum:nuduﬂh&d.lmdu&ndmhm
of the Congregation for Orienmal Churches including the Holy Land. So the group
presented him with the projects concerning the HL.

In the afternoon the conclusions of the meeting were drawn up and presented during a
meeting with the members of the Secrémriat.
The priorities for the Youth Coordination Group are:

*  The drawing up of the poster to support the Collection for the HL which is held
on Good Friday,

*  The setting up of a discussion group which will help to facilitite communication -

among the participants
*  The preparation of a message of support for the Pope's visit to the Holy Land.

*  The finalization of the project Youth in Action and its submission by the 1%
April.

*  The preparation of CA promotion material aimed at youth (power point or
video)

The next Youth Coordination meeting is planned for October 2000
On the 19% we all participated wgether in a Holy Mass in the church of San Paolo

alla Regola. This church is found in Trastevere and was built on the site of the house
where St. Paul lived as a prisoner.

Codruma Fernea
ACRO National Secretary
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Sydney 2008 - Madrid 2011

International Meeting of WYD organizers
Pontifical Council for the Laity
Rome, 3- 5 April 2009

The IFCA Youth Coordination Group took part in an international mecting for
WYD organizers. This meeting offered all those who attended a splendid opportunity
to appreciate the positive results of the WYD held in Sydney. The organising commis-
tee of the WYD to be held in Madrid spoke about the pastoral, spiritual and organiza-
tional aspects of the 2011 WYD. We would like to invite National Associations to start
preparing their young people for the coming WYD by using the material available on
the following link, hreps//www.laici.ong/index. php!p=homegiovani.

We would like to draw your attention to the interventions by (Fr. Eric, Fr. Sahatore
(Burundi) and Joyce (Youth Desk Federation Asian Bishops' Conference).

Towards WYD 2011
We are starting to give you some guidelines regarding the preparations for the WYD in

Maddrid.

)  CA Young members, as members of the local Churches, should participate in
these World Youth Days, with their respective dioceses

b} We are working on a space Infopaint Catholic Action on the IFCA website where
you can find useful marerial and helpful information.

¢} We should stick to the information which we receive through our dioceses howe-
ver, in the meantime, we could establish contact and twinnings with dioceses in
Spain where CA is established. For indications and information about these dioce-
ses, you may write to info@factfcai

d)  Together with the Spanish CA young members we are thinking of organizing a
short meeting for young CA members who will be in Madrid, just as we did on
the occasion of the WYD in Cologne in 2005, before the start of the Catecheses.

Some Speechem Fr Salvator Niciteretse, Joy Candelario, Fr, Eric Jacquinet - pag. 1735,

Summer in Holy Land 2009

IN BETHLEHEM

A participation in the CHILDREN'S SUMMER in the Bethlchem Catholic Action
Centre from the 217 June - 31 July 2009,

Raluca Fernea Gabriel Codrut Morariu CA youth from Cluj - Romania

Gabriele Finca and Alessandmm Perticoni 2 CA youth from Assisi - [mly

collaborated with the volunteers from the parish under the guidance of Vincenzo
Bellomw, o Fidei Dot lay perum, who drew up the programme, coordinsted and
animated the children's activities

B. service in the parish
Domenico Montenurto - young student from Basilicam studying in Rome
pilgrim in the Holy Land as part of the IFCA pilgrimage and was also in Bethlehem

last Auguat

FROM AC ROMANIAValunteers in the Holy Land
hir expetience in the Holy Land, Codrut Momriu and Raluca Fernea

Cathalic Action of Bethlehem i organizing this month, a summer camp for the
children of Bethlehem. Through the International Forum of Catholic Action (TFCA)
there were invited to participate some volunteers from differentes Catholic Actions in
the world, out of which the Catholic Action of Romania,

Young people from the Catholic Action of Romania had the oppormunity 1o meet
young people from the Catholic Action Bethlehem during the internationsl pilgrimage
in the Holy Land (8 December 20076 January 2008). As a continuation of that pilgri-
mage and the conmets made with the Catholic Action of the Holy Land are these acti-
vities carried out together.

Two persons representing the Catholic Action of Romania, Ralsca Fernea and
Codrut Morariu gave their disponibility to participate at this summer experience.
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Here are some impressions after the fint week of activities:

Afer 3 Yhour flight, started in Romania, a night landing in Tel Aviv, we opened a
gate to a world full of charm and contradictions, where the answers always rise new
questions, Occurrence of the day and a strong sun brightness revealed a barren ground,
bur covered with vegetation, whose source of water it launches another theme of thou-
gh. 1 realized that the will of God has guided us in these lands, roads once mravelled by
the steps of Mary and Joseph, hearing - like @ bridge over time - words of the Scripture:
*And the word was made flesh and lived among 1"

Entering into the Church Nagivity 1 felt it as an accomplishment, as a watering of
the soul at the wellspring of the faith in the light of the Str that sunrise on the huma-
nity’s sky. Aware of the power of prayer without limits, we brought in cur hearts fee
lings of peaple you carry in the soul and mind; rising to the hewvens as thanks for what
mission he was entrusted.

Help us, Lord, not to deviate from the path you have prepared for us, and that we
can be light that come to confess, with hearts penetrated of fire that we love you

Under the motto, "Go o your homes and tell them all that the Lord has done for
you”, 8 summier camp was organized by the Catholic Action of Bethlehem rhat gathe-
red daily activities for over 100 children.

Split into teams, 3 age groups, participants take the shires of different colours, bea-
ring the name of three saints: the smaller, blue, apprentices’ of St. Francis. Group two,
vellow, apprentices’ of St. Joseph, and the largest in gray are apprentices’ of St.

After the Moming Prayer and the games sud energtzers, the volunteers help teams
accompany children to activities on the workshops: religion, music, practical ekills and
dynamic games. There are special workshops for viewing movies or games in the pool.

Initially lirde timid, then increasingly active, we reslized our role in these activities,
intervening when necessary to boost the paricipants in this campus, through mme,
songs and banses, or by suggesting ideas and conducting workshops.

Children's activities are held fram 8 - 12.30, but volunteers continue w work each
evening by providing spatial and logistics required organising activities for fumilies:
bingo, watching movies, shows, and party nights at the pool or sports.

The day of Sarurday was allocated to travel by Bethlehem on the route once traveled
by the steps of Mary and St. Joseph in fulfillment of their destiny: the Nativity Church,
Milk Groem, ind Field of the shepherds. Children and volunteers have come along the

road of history, living with this thought pushed towards a bevter furure.

SATURDAY 17

h. 10
h 13
h. 15.30

h. 20
h.21.30

SUNDAY 18
h. 8.30
h. 10

h. 13
h. 16

h. 20

MONDAY 19
h. 8.30
h. 9.30

SEMINAR
Hand in Hand We Stand
Rome, 174220 Qemwber 2009

PROGRAMME

Secretariat is working

lunch

INTRODUCTION

Gaoing through programme
leebreaking games
Presentation of organizsations.
Building blocks

dinner

Euroraste

More acquaintances with [CA
Youth from Rome and from different regions in laly

Breakfast

SESSION

MY Y/OURope - workshap

lunch

SESSION

Piero Pisarra Paris - Journalist, writer
This is MY SHARE

The European Youth Pact

dinner

free evening

Breakfast
SESSION

Meeting with Father Eric Jacquinet - PCL Youth Section
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h. 17 SEMINAR Justice Peace and Reconciliation in Africa

h. 13 lunch
h. 1530 SESSION
Hi..I'm YiA
h. 20 dinner
h. 21 AFRICAN MUSIC
TUESDAY 20
h. 8.30 Colazione
h.9.30 SESSION
Project Management
h. 13 lunch
h. 16 SESSION
Leaders in Action
h. 20 dinner
h. 21.30 Visit the city
WEDNESDAY 21
h. 8.30 Colazione
h. 930 SESSION
Go Concrete
h 13 lunch
h. 16 SESSION
Mirror Exercise
h.20 dinner
Farewell party
THURSDAY
h. 22 departures
RELIGIOUS PROGRAMME
17
h. 15 opening prayer
18-19-20-21
h.8 Holy Mass

The meeting, organized by the Youth Coordination Group from the 17-22 October
in Rome, wns attended by young people from 6 European countries  through EU fun-
ding) and some young priests and lay leaders from Burundi, Rwanda, Kenya,
Argentina, Myanmar and Jerusalem.

They worked on four projects, which indicate four main areas where CA young mem-
bers all over the world will be focusing their attention:

1. A programme for the preparation of CA young members for the WYD in Madrid
1. A meeting on the Ecumenical Prayer for Peace

1. A formation session for Justice and Peace

4. Support, through voluntary work, to the Holy Land

O the TFCA website, on the papes dedjcated to Youth Coordination, you cm find a
summary of the workshops and the 4 projects

Countries of the Participants on March and October 2009 Meetings

1 Arpentina
2. Burundi

3 fralia

4, Mpanmur
5. Polania
(IFCA SECRETARIAT 2008-2012)
6. Bulgaria

T Ketrya

8 Malta

9. Messico

10 Romania
1. Rwanda
12, Spagna

13. Terra Santa
14, Veneuela

LA A R AN RN SRR N ERE R RN R N R N N N Y SRR EEEEEETRT



IiilIl'.‘II‘."!...'.lI.li.lll'...ll".ll.Ii‘ili'lil...‘."l'

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Soon, the TFCA webwite htrp://www.fiacifca.ong/ Youth Coordination Section
could become a CA Youth site on condition that... we get everybody's cooperation!

Send us reports about your activities in your native language AND in English
and/or Spanish and /or French. Send us also CD DVD with photos or short videos
for the photo gallery, in view of a possibility of getting some space on the You Tube.

FAC

FORO INTERNACIONAL
ACCION CATOLICA
INTERNATICONAL FORUM
CATHOUC ACTION

MESSAGE
OF THE HOLY FATHER BENEDICT XVI1
TO THE YOUNG PEOPLE OF THE WORLD ON THE OCCASION
OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH WORLD YOUTH DAY 2009

"We have set our hope on the living God™ {1 Tim 4:10)
My dear friends,

() I recall with deep gratitude to the Lord the meeting held in Sydney in July
last year. It was a most memorable encounter, during which the Holy Spirit
renewed the lives of countless young people who had come together from all
over the world. The joy of celebration and spiritual enthusiasm experienced
during those few days was an eloquent sign of the presence of the Spirit of
Christ. Now we are journeying towards the international gathering due to ke
place in Madrid in 2011, which will have as its theme the words of the Apostle
Paul: "Rooted and built up in Jesus Christ, firm in the faith® (cf. Col 2:7). As
we look forward to that global youth meeting, let us undertake a path of
preparation together. We take as our text for the year 2009 a saying of Saint
Paul: “We have set our hope on the living God” (1 Tim 4:10), while in 2010
we will reflect on the question put to Jesus by the rich young man: “Good
Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal life!” (Mk 10:17)

Youth, a time of hope

In Sydney, our attention was focussed upon what the Holy Spirit is saying to
believers today, and in particular to you, my dear young people. During the
closing Mass, | urged you o let yourselves be shaped by him in order to be
messengers of divine love, capable of building a furure of hope for all humani-
ty. The question of hope is truly central to our lives as human beings and our
mission as Christians, especially in these times. We are all aware of the need
for hope, not just any kind of hope, but a firm and reliable hope, as 1 wanted
to emphasize in the Encyclical Spe Salvi. Youth is a special time of hope
because it looks 1o the future with a whole range of expectations. When we are
young we cherish ideals, dreams and plans. Youth is the time when decisive
choices concerning the rest of our lives come to fruition. Perhaps this is why i
is the time of life when fundamental questions assert themselves strongly:
Why am [ here on earth! What is the meaning of life? What will my life be
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like! And again: How can | atrain happiness! Why is there suffering, illness
and death! What lies beyond death? These are questions that become insistent
when we are faced with obstacles that sometimes seem insurmountable: diffi-
culties with studies, unemployment, family arguments, crises in friendships or
in building good loving relationships, illness or disability, lack of adequate
resources as a result of the present widespread economic and social crisis. We
then ask ourselves: where can | obtain and how can 1 keep alive the flame of
hope burning in my heart?

In search of "the great hope”

Experience shows that personal qualities and material goods are not enough
to guarantee the hope which the human spirit is constantly secking. As | wrore
in the Encyclical Spe Salvi, politics, science, technology, economics and all
other material resources are not of themselves sufficient to provide the great
hope to which we all aspire. This hope “can only be God, who encompasses
the whole of reality and who can bestow upan us what we, by ourselves, can-
not attain” (no. 31). This is why one of the main consequences of ignoring
God is the evident loss of direction that marks our societies, resulting in lone
liness and violence, discontent and loss of confidence that can often lead to
despair. (..) But how can we speak of this hope to those young people! We
know that it is in God alone that a human person finds true fulfilment. The
main task for us all is that of a new evangelization aimed at helping younger
generations to rediscover the true face of God, who is Love. To you young
people, who are in search of a firm hope, 1 address the very words that Saint
Paul wrote to the persecuted Christians in Rome at that time: *May the God
of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit™ (Rom 15:13). During this Jubilee Year
dedicated to the Apostle of the Gentiles on the occasion of the two thou-
sandth anniversary of his birth, let us learn from him how to become credible
witnesses of Christian hape. (...)

Rome, 227 February 2009

BENEDICTUS PP. XVI

Some Speeches during the PCL intemationsl Mesing
Rome, 3- 5 April 2009

The impact of WYD in Burundi

Abbé Salvator Niciterelse
Secrétaire de la Commission Episcopale pour L'apostolat des Laics (CEAL)
Conférence des Evéques Catholiques du Burundi

FORUMS AND GATHERINGS OF YOUNG PEOPLE THAT ARE INSPIRED BY WYD AND
ARE THE RESULTS OF WYD

We shall deal here with fsrums and gatherings of young people st parish, discesan, national and
regional lewels that were supporied by the Episcopal Commisston for Lay Aposolate in colliboration
with the diocesan commiissions for lay ipostolare. We shall also speak aboot the pilgrimage of the
WYD Cross in Barandi and abour the Burundi Natcnal Youth Cross, snd we shall conclude with the
impact of WY on Burindi

1. PARIEH AND DIOCESAN FORUMS AND YOUTH GATHERINGS

Thie fiest nathonal forum in Burundi ok place in August 2005 at the same time as WYD was
tiking place in Cologne. However, there had previowly been forums in the diocese of Bujumbura
since 2003 with the support of the Emmanuel Comnundty. Since that time there has been an annus]
rational foram as well as several parish, vicariate and diocesan forums and gtherings. For the natinnal
forums we invite representatives from neighbouring countries like Rwanda, RDC and Tanmanie
Sometimes representatives come from western coumitries. Since 2006 we have had at least three forums
per year of three to five daws duration in each diccse. Some dioceses like the Archdiocese of Gitega
have had up vo seven forams cach year, and this does not include gatherings organised In the parishes.
These forums and gatherings take place in a ditate of faith, prayer ind devotion.

Hitge numbers of young people join these patherings. For the year 2008 the tota] number who
have taken part in one<day gatherings throughout the counery amaints t over 200,000 youing people,
and the forums of three to five days have been anended by amund 70000, These figures refer 1o the
patherings amd forums that have involved the Episcopal Commision for Lay Apastolate which has
given financial support and some of the tallo. There have been several parish forums and youth githe
rings orgamised without the msistmee of the CEAL
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Most of these young people are members of Catholic Action movements and other are from the
new communities. They contribuite generously and voluntarily t the ongenisation of these forums, and
ﬂm&qhmmhﬁmhuﬂuﬂmwdmm
Wemﬂd&oﬂuumﬂ-ﬁehmmﬁuﬁwﬂwbﬂwmm&mm
ddﬁmnﬂmmnmﬁ“-ﬁmﬁuﬂm&mﬂhﬂpnﬂmﬂn
them catechesis. The presence of the Apostolic Nuncio at the formms contributes fo the dimension of
the universal Chiirch and encourages our youth.

We would also like to point out tha the lnternational Forum of Cathalic Action (IFCA) has sup
ported the CEAL in coordinating and training young people in Burundi, Rwands and the Kivu
lﬂndﬂmmﬁnhﬁ-mwhﬂumﬁmmﬂhﬂmﬂmmmmw
them o become more involved in pastoral ministry.

IL. THE WYD CROSS AND 1CON OF OUR LADY IN BURUNDI FROM 19 OCTOBER TO 2
NOVEMBER 2006 greatest impact

Mmmhdmkﬁmmﬂwmumlmmmﬂ
October 2006 coming from Congo-Brazzaville. Unfortunately, they did not srrive until 23 Octaber,
and they had 10 leave on T November 2006,

I spite: of this sethack, the pilgrimage of the WYD Crows and fcon of Our Lady in Burundi sow a mas
sive participation of Christians, paricularly young people, during the pilgrimage throughout the dioceses
dﬂmﬂmlwlﬂmd:ﬁMHthmmMﬂmmplﬁ
Mhﬂlﬂidm%ﬂwmmmﬂmﬁmhh
Chiristians for the Cross and leon as they passed was obviows 1o all. Some of them fell w their koes,
dmmdh-dh-uh-muuﬁhﬂmmdhmm&uuiﬁmhnu&h
on a mountain of in the villages and the people hastened 1o reach him in onder t hear his words and m
be healed by touching him.

Hhﬂm&ﬂnﬁﬂkﬂmﬁmﬂ,rﬁmh&mmmmmm
Mtdbmnh&ﬂ:ﬂnbeﬁuhumﬂllhﬁmpﬂnlh.mmﬁethHd
their infirmities. Memben of other religious canfessions and other Christians joined with their
m%mmwmhﬂmﬂhﬂﬁﬂwhﬁ.%nukdhpw
sence of Muslims und Protestants.

“The bishops, priests anel religious welcomed the Crom snd loun with devotion and faidh. They
whﬂn&hﬂ#mﬂ:mﬁimhﬂdhhmmnﬂﬂumdﬁ
people who scrompanied the Cross throughout the country. The priesss sometimes heard confessions
until four o'cleck in the morning

mmwmmpﬂﬂwhwmmmam
med the fuith of the Christians of Burundl in general and of the youth in particular. Continuity was
provided by the Burundi National Youth Cross that was blessed by our bishogs on 17 August 2007 in
Ngosi, That pilgrinage was certainly of huge impact in affirming the faith of the Christisns of Burundi
and in particular of the young people.

1L PILGRIMAGE OF THE NATIONAL YOUTH CROSS IN THE DIOCESE OF NGOZL
continuing the impact of the WYD Crom

The National Youth Ceoss of Burundi that s blessed by our Bishop pastors on 17 Augist 2007
at the third National Youth Forum in Ngoti went on s yearlong pilgrimage theoughout the diocese of
Mgk It passer) through all the parishes and coclesial commamities before being pased on to the dic-
cese of Muying.

The words of the Biabogs of Burundi delivered during the blasing of this Cros are written on the
plague: *Dear young people, seceive thin Crong as @ sign af Gad's bve for humunsty anad ar @ vign of smity and
vecomctlimtion a3 Christ commnanded w®.

As in the pilgrinsage of the WYD Cross, each community cclebrates with a solemn Ma of the
Gilorious Cross, adarstion of the Cross, the Way of the Cross, Marian prayer, prayer vigil until dawn
{1500 e 2000 people) and confrasions.

Catechesis on the meaning of the Cros are given before, dirring aind afier the pllgrimage of the
National Croms. This pilgrimage cemainly brings about mamy spiria] henefin. Over 152,610 people
from different parishes and areas ook part with faith and devorion st the various welcome coremonbes
for the National Cross iy 2008 in the diocese of Npari.

Otker conseguences of the WYD Croan wisls te Buruadi

*  These youth forim and gathering help to refocus the faith and lives of young people an the
peron of Jowus Christ who reconcile o while he hangs from the Cross gnd makes i brodhers
and sisters. For thin parpose there i a pilgrimage of thowands of young people with the National
Yourth Crom and sdoration of the Blesed Sacament throughout the nighe that conclude with
Mass. The futh of young people, currently threatened by the proliferation of sects and the mpid
expansion of lilam, & grven new strength.

= The uropis of universal fellowship can be felt: young people from differen ethnic groups are
hented with families they do not krnow, At the beginning they are afruid they will be lalled, bur after
three o five dava, they becomie friends of these hoar families. Yourh netwrirks for peace s starmed
with youmng people in other dioceses or in netghbounng countries.

= The davire to expericnce the joy of fith: Young people experience the joy of fith during wuth
forums and putherings. For this reason many parishes wk for these events o take place in their

arr=s

*  Youth engagpement: Young people strive for o ciliure of peace, reconciliation and fongvenes in a
country where the social fsbric bas been om by war and ethnie, regtonal and polivical rvalries
When the young people in the Catholic Action and spirimiality movements are given toponsibi
liey-and become more active in their pariahies and Church groups, they begin to sk responsibiliey
for many youth sctivities.

* A youth network in the mibregion: A youth nerwork i being ser up o foster 3 mature and
responaible faith end » culture of pesce and reconciliation between: Buruindl, Rwands and the
Demoeratic Republic of Congo. It i for this purpose that the youth of these three oountries invite
each other to their forums in order o exchange experiences of fith and ook st the challenges
that stand in the way of pesce and reconciliation ar that etode human dignity in the subregion.
From 29 July to 3 August 2009 & similur forum will take place in Bujumbuora if the measna allow.

| cannot conclude this mlk without paying tribute w the wonderful response of the young people
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and their spirit of sacrifice snd selfgiving for the sake of others. | also wish to point out that our bighe
P show grear interest in these fosums. They remain the sctivities organised each day, We e very gra-
teful to the International Forim of Cathalic Action (IFCA), Catholic Action in Spain, the Fond for
Evangelisation in Spuin and the Eplscopal Commission for Lay Apestolase in France who have suppor-
ted s financially 25 well a3 in onpanisation. As long s parallel WYDs are not orpanised in Africs,
African participation will be limite! for financial resons, and also an sccount of thos young praple
who du not want to remm o thetr eountry of crigin becase they are it search of a better ature,

May Pope Jean Paul 11, founder of WYDs, be canonised!

The impact of WYD in Asia

Joy Candolario
Execulive Secretary
FABC (Federafion of Asian Bishops' Conferences}-OLF-YOUTH DESK

A Aman Yourmn Stones

The Union of Cathalic Astan News faithtully covered the Workd Youth Dy in Swdney through
various interviews, news updates and opinion articles on the event and with the young Astans = their
primary sitbjects. Lot u= 5k o look ot some refloctions they b of the WYD
1 hetve [ecermed the importance of uniry end seconciliation, end ther ey mads me feel more comfiding and noths-
1al, sald Shahznd, who lves in Hyderabad, 150 kilometers northease of Karachi (Pakistan). In his view,
such activities are meeded for Christinn youthes "living silently’ in this Muslim-majority counery,

Ereviana Wiizya of Bandung diocese in Weat Java, Indonesta told UCANews on August 2, One big
levsom | v tabew from WD i bt iving, W should ot give s give, ad mewer think of s el g
back, He abio sakd WYD really gawe me @ strong impreevmum of sngethermes, peare and uidariry,

Hin Rothana, of St Joseph Parish in Phnom Penh, Cambodia: | canmot speck Englich, he sdmitted,
buse sclded he trnde many mew friends through body langusge. The youth ssid he apprecisted the muslc
during the WYD events. | didn's snderstund the byrics, bt listening 0 the music made me fall silens im the
heart e though there wer thowsmdr of young people around me

Aa | had scrawled om a pilgrims’ wall just s few da proviomdys We hae come from Singapore to smcet
Jema! And there, in the Blesed Sacrament, | met Jenn. And | enderstood that had 1ot hail such & teribly
disuppointing day, | would not hive heen able 1 experience the God of comfort in wich a wonderful
way.

1 haawe seen mtuael mievmsstiomal fricsubship. It strengshons vy fititk. Cher host foomilies weve lovely. They s

ted s atn if e were their childven, added Busaraphian Bootsals, 2 young man from Chisng Mai province,
northern Thailund.

The experience umed me o lead a life i the spérie and iy to be @ wites to Chriv, Adrian Ho said. Alveady
an altar server ax Blessed Sacrament Church in Kuching, eastern Malaysia, Adrian said he is now mothar
ted to become a lector and take an active role in the parish youth ministry.

Strikunys Makullawanichnun, 34, said secing a growp of tribal youths receiving the Sacrament of
Recomciligtion impressed her most a5 Thai youth coordinator, Some wid they hadn't rorived the secrament
for five yeam, Mot of them had forgatien how to comjfes.

Henwever, the Hoty Spérit changed thust iind kindled in them che fire of God's ke, she recalled.

These stories sugsest the impact World Youth Day has created among Astan young Catholics. In a
discussion with fourteen (14) heads of youth commissions within Asia, these heads shared thas youth
delegpes from their countries found the event significant for many reasons

a. It provides an experience of the universal church,

With enly 3% Christians in this most populated region in the world, the WYD helps young Asians
experience what it is o belong 1o the Catholic community. Celebrating the Mass in o language not
their own, praying with peaple from all over the word, limening to the same truth spoken to them in
catechism but presenited in diffetent appeoaches, they realize thar they are not alone in living the fiith.
They are with millions of athers who center their life in Jeus.

b. 1t helps them to celebraie and enjoy thelr young life as Cacholics.

Especially for young Aslans coming from countries with sacialisn governments snd places where
poverty and sirife are ordinary realities of life, the WYT) gives them time to celebene and sppreciuste
the gift of being young. With youthful music, song, dance, and other Trely elements expressed in the
various WYTY events, they are encouraged 1o sppreciate their giftedness and explore possibilities feer
growth around them. Their encounters with counterpars from all over the world enable them not
only 1o see the world in 2 different way, bur also w appreciate more the basic essentials in life.

e It develops community spirit among them.

Journeying as one delegarion, sharing storfes, going through struggle and pains and dreaming
together, they become 3 church - a small community desiring to see God in othens and in themschves,
In the process, leadenship capacities are also enhanced. This makes for fertile ground for deeper mink
stry for the young.

d. It rencws them in their fithe discovering Jesus and the Church.
The experience in lifechanging to young Asians. The formative experiences 25 well as the spaces for
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contemplation and communal wonhip help them grow in faith and w understand it better. Coming
hack, they feel empowered 1o chare their falth and o live it radically. Many of them volunteer their ser-
wices o the parish , while still athers discover their vocation o the priesthood or consecraned life.

B, Asian CuumcH avn YouTth Misestey

Muoat Catholic churches in Asin have already developed their own structure 1o care for the needs of
their young populasce. While some countries like Tndia, the Philippine, and even Indonesis have a
very clear and systematic structere for thelr youth ministries, many, ke Laos, Mongolia and
Cambodia, ate still young as thelr local chirches are also slowly emerging. Yet, despite these diversi-
thes, it 18 interesting vo note ther most of these countries organize 8 contingent for the WYD,

Mongulis, for instance, sent fifteen (15) young people ot of only five hundred owentyfive (5251
Catholics throughout the country. It might even be the most well represented Catholie church in
Sydney! Vietnam had more than three hundred (300) delegates in the recent WYD, a far cry from i
very small contingens in the past.

a. WYD, a major youth ministry event

Youth commissions abo take the WYD a5 2 major event in their yomh alendar, Through the
yean, they have developed their own mechanism to make the tedious process of organiting effective
and efficient. Some commissions, like Hong Kong, create s separate commirtee and employ personnel
w bandle the process of promotion, screening of delegates, and cooedinating WYDeelated activities
with them. Dicceses are also given the proper orientation for endoming delegates so they are scroened
from the pansh up o the national kevel. In the aspect of finance, despite the economic realities in our
region, it is amazing how countries are able 1o raise funds and how groups are willing to expend
resaurces. In the Philippines, various creative approaches have been employed by would-be delegates tn
maise funds. From the clasic solicitaion Jetrens and request for second collections in Masses, some
young people also raise funds by onmnizing concens, house to house serenading, crafis making, and
others.

But there ate also countries, Nepal, for instance, which chose not to send any official delegation.

According to a church offictal in the apostolic vicariare, The Chamch in Nepal had g youths. the
apportunity to attend sech cvenin m the pust, but the nedts were ot setinfactory. He sald he waned the
yourtha b0 attenid wich events and put into practice what they learned, but this has nat happenad = fiar heve
in Nepal. The other reason for the Church not sending youths to WYD this year, he added, was that a
Catholic youth from Nepal went missing during the last international WYD celebration, in Germany
in 2005,

These sentiments are not soluted. Many youth ministers have alo expressed the constant fear of

losing people in the WYD. This s especially e In Southeast and South Asia, where people have
migrated 1o other countries for more financhal stability. As the financizl crisls looma all over the
region, this occurnence will surcly continue in the nex WY Th,

Ax the same time, the huge smount needed to send each delegate s enough 1o finance several pro
grama for young people In a dincese or a parish. While the spirit of sulidanty and oneness achieved by
the event is incomparable, there might be more presing concerns m the local level which the young
need to face.

b Pre-WYD Prograsna

l. Catechesis

MeWYD formation programs are organized by most countries. Ths is o wenue to prepare their
delegates apiritually for the event. Thal youth, for example, have stodied the WYD 2008 theme, lear
neid aboot the 10 patron saine, and reflected on Pope Benedicr XV messsge for the WYD 2008 =
preparation. In other countries fike Indis und the Philippines, pre-WYD progrme are made availsble
to dlogeses 3o that it cen be used for their local formation. Implemeniation, however, & left 1o the
decision of the dioceser. In Shamghal, China, the dincese held iis very fist national youth day before
the WY in Sydney. Adopting the mme theme of the WYD 2008, three bondred (300} youthy mcle
dlinge serme whio are nonCatholies, gathered in Sacred Hearr Parish for s whole day of praver, teching,
and enmmuniry building.

1. Celebration

Before the WYD 2008, some countries hiad the oppornumity 1o have the WYD Cross and feon of
Our Lady go on pilgrimage in their dioceses. This became o spiritual experience not only for delegies
hu:furIh:l:n'lhtd'-m:h.lnﬂll'l.ﬂmdﬂl’fﬂﬂmnlﬂdlmnﬂnﬂhﬁﬂﬂl%lb:ﬂﬂﬁu
thousand (5,000) people accompanied the Cross and Teon in the differene parishes of Dhli. This becs
me o moment of solidarity for the church, as people prayed for forgiveness. Bishop da Sika wid e o
time for young prople o fongine euch other, tem oy from sin, i onder to bring (kis countrs en the right path of
develapment. Acoomding to the report, mamy young Cathalics have admitted pavticipation m ime nach a5 gang
wiokesicr, theft ol amon after o milinery mutiny v waged i Aprl 2006,

The wme experience happened in Korea, the Philippines, and other Asian countries where the
Cross aned leon went on pllgrimage.

3. Community Life
There are countries that also offer teambutiding experiences for their delegations, to help them w
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relute with each other bester during the WYD and after. Asian countnies are rypically multidingual and
midltiracial. Preparing the delegates coming from different ethnicities is o pastora] challenge, but it is
also an oppormanity for community bullding.

In Srf Lanks, Tumil and Sinhalese delegates bearnid to share cultural differences, and came to a
commaon vision for pescebuilding in thetr wartom counery. It i a geas gife 1o get o peneal e of the
camditon of Lisnkan youths, sakd Philip Sunjeewa Ranasinghe, 21, a Sinhalese student from Galle dioce
se. He saldl the group disqussed the common idesy to shure with the world souths. In additlon to uniting in
prayer, meditation and Mass, the youths practiced the Sinhalese Kandyan dance, the Tamil
Rhamthatnasrpem dance, and & commen dance for memben of both communinies.

¢. Post-WYTD) Programs

1. A Call ta Action

The experience of WYD has encouriged some youth dedegations wwands a common respanse to
sction. [ndonesia, which has expetienced magor calamities in the last couple of years, hay pledped for
emvironmental campaign even before the WYD, When they attended the Green Warld Youth Dy
campaign n Spiney, Indonesian delegates united in p common plan of sction for environment when
they return. We nerd o kiwnch o comman movement, sach a1 pescefal action againg compernier whate apeso
tioms mary destrory the enuviemment, wyested an Indoredas young bady. For her oun port, she wtid, | wll ik poung
frimes 1o carre fov the envimmment by collecting garhage and plinting o,

Likewise, memben of wome youth movements (e IYCS, [YOW, IMCS, and MIJARCH rooted
infsks responded to the call of the Spii oy become whnesses. They have commiiliad dhenelves to six
jronls:

1. Be sctive in the sruggle agsinse hunges, poverry, discrimination and exclusion, and work toward
watld of justice and peace.
1 Think and act tespanaibly in pessonal life and in communiey in sippore of the LN, Millennium

Ganls.

3. Call upon young people to share experience and energies in social, political and economic issues,

4. Call Church and civil society leaders to support and encourage young peoplt in action o eradicate
pesverry, hunger.

5. Call Chwrch Jesdders o witress 1o young people, of fith Ived in actions of justice and equaliry.

6, Call civil society v hold governments sccountable o achieve the Millennbum Development Goala

Vietrinm and same other countries organised a collective response, such us going to rural places 1o
share their lives with other young people, and abio providing experiences for them,

Few however have reporeed having a comprehemsbve plan of sction not only imeolving the delegates
bt the locsl chiorch as well. Though as earlier reporred, many youths commit themselve o work for

the Church, the WYD does not provide a scheme for the mission to be sctualired. With the various
challenges each region and country i ficing, there is 8 need 1o enable the young 1o become aware of
global andl local lssues, reflect an them in the light of the teaching of the Church, and respond
together, This will enable them o dialogue with life and live their faith in the context of everyday realic

1. WYD Reunions

After the WYD, delegates normally experience 3 special bond among co-pilgrims. Most countries
reported that because of this, even without & strucrure, delogates create opporunities o continue the
link and grow in relationship with thelr companions. Some have set up their own websites so that pho-
tis can be downloaded and personal reflections can be continually shared. Some have prayer pathe
rings and fellowships toperher,

However, these reunions seem shart lived, since there b no structure and clear goal 1o achieve for
the group. Beskles, the group that is creaned cannot mally survive, & young people come from diffe-
rent parts of the counry,

IF & parish community, however, has a structure where the youth delegate can be ahsorbed and
where a/he can feel u sense of belonging, he/his experience of community will continue, While this
happens n same instances, 3 youth minkstry plan that s rooted in the realities of young people and
the vision of the bocal church will make this possible.

In this regard, youth commissiona, with all the youth ministers present in the WYD, should alo
be provided a means to reflect on the theme of the WYD in the level of minisiry, Furthermore, some
directives can be ghven s that what is taken up during these evens will be helphul in the overall
sccompaniment the local church has for the young.

3. WYD Followup Sessions

Adter the WYD, many young pilgrims desie for a continuous experience, especially in the area of
PR
Catechesis in the WYD ideally provides foundation in Scriptures and Church teachings, for young
people w imbibe the chosen theme in their daily lives. Some bishog-catechises chosen for this purpase
have helped many of out pilgrims to grow in their faith and thint more for the tuth. However, some
piligrims did not have the same experience with their bishop-catechists.

There is & need for catechesin to be mare relevant 1o isues of the young, 1o be more pouth-friendly
and participatory. Likewise, isues like interreligious dialogue, should find 2 space in catechests.

Further, the seam approach, employed by some cutechesis animation teams from Asian countries
with their bishop-catechists, proved helpful. Lay leaden animate the program with songs, gumes, sha:
ring and creative prayer linked with the theme of the day, while the bishops provide the sound 1es-
ching,
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Asidle from producing the destred results, the medium, which & temmwork, becomes the message. An
exsmple for youth mindsters to exemplify-—youth minmstry with, for and by the youth.

¢ Summary

On the whole, the entire WYD journey provides the Asuan church s framework by which the
Church can minister to the young: journeying with the young through formation, communiry buil-
ding, and mission, smong many other.

However, if youth ministry Is seen as 2 developmental minkstry and not just s & oneshot event, it
should be able to help in developing structures and struegies for yourh commissions w oke up the
theme for on-going minisery in the local level.

If it is seen as & ministry of the church, it ought ro such base with reality, allowing the young to
dialogoe: with ghobal and local fssues around them.

H youth ministry s pro-active and resulioriented, the WYD should enable delegations w0 move
towards change, ernsforming their societies by their presence and conmibution.

We hope for deeper dialogue and collsboration between the eountry host, the PCL and youth
commissions so that the youth mintsters themschves ean be considered ms the crucial link in making
the vision of WY} operative not anly in the daw of the celebration but bevond.
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Points for reflection on WYD and youth ministry

YYouth Section Ponfifical Councd for the Laity
Valican City
INTRODUCTION
What can we say about WYTY
What is the vocation of WYY

Why dis we organise such gatherings!

Where does WYD fir in the Chorch's youth miniaryd

How does WYD reveal the Clurch's pastoral minisry with young people!

Johe Paul Tl and Benedict X1 provide us with ¢lements that respond o these questions, and we draw
them from their addroses given over the past 15 years. What do they well us?

A WHAT 15 Wi

1. John Paul I1's prophetic insight

Benedics XV regards WYD a & prophetic insight that ceme to John Paal 1L
= . the cstablishmeni of Wenld Youth Day, detivad with peaphotic insight by my unforperuble Predecemor
{Benedict XV, general sudience aftér his return from Cologne, 24 August 2005,

1. Far more than solely an event!

WYY in often accused of being st an event that consumies lots of energy and mezm without contri-
buting to renewnl in the ordinary bves of young people In the Chuirch. To this scousation Benedic
XV1 respondic World Youth Dy is mach move than in event, I s & time of desp spiritual reneial, the s of
which benefir the whole of seciery. Young pilirma ae filled with the dester 0 peay, to be nawrmhed by Wond ind
Sacrmont, i by rumifmed by the Haly Spinit (Benedicr XV, generad sudience, 4 July T007)

3. The goal of WYD: to refacus young people’s faith and life on the person of Jerus Cheise

Idens ere cegularly presenced from all aver ro improve the content of WYD or to renew it For e
ple, people dream of WYD offering testimony of youth engagement on behall of peace, or the defence of
life, o for justice in the world, or for the fight against poverty and discrimination, or on behall of eco
bopy. It could ko contribute in the ares of ccumenism or interfaith dislogue. All of these objectiver
coubd be very useful, very tmpormant and very appropriate.
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Buse b thia the goal of WYD! What are the eriteria for discermment in arder to choose one pastoral
aim of anather!
In onder to find criteria for discernment, we mut look at the goal of WYD and its special charism,

Jobn Paoad 11 defined the poal of WYT? thus:

The principal ohjective of Wanld Yonh Dity is 1o focse the frith end i of every young periom o the penon
of Jems Chrin s that Jesus may be their constami point of wieencr i well m the mupoanom of eeny mitatve
and commirment for the educmion of the new graentions. This i the ‘maxem’ of eoery Youth Dy, Taken alio-
ther throughema this decade, they have been o mmgoing competling coll m buld lije ond jmith wpom o rock, and
thut rock s fesan Cheist (John Paul 11, letter on the ocension of a seminar on WYD, B May 1996

4. Going forth together to meet Christ

Like his predecessor, Benedice XV identifies WYD a8 & meeting with Cliriat:

The solems. Workl Youth Dk se nothing if not the culmination of o long pracen in which the soumy peofle
i 0 one another gnd then, sopether, turm 00 Cheise o Asamalia 1wes net by chanee that the Wy of the
Crom, wrudeng throwgh the city, became the high pome of thow doye. Onee agaim, it summed wp everything thas
heted ocrmmmel im previon weam, while pormtmg 1o the e wiio gashen ws sogreher: 1o thar Giod wha e w all the
wary to the Cron. Thay, the Pape himielf 5 nat the star arsmel which everything revolua.

He by cnpletely and saley & Vicar, He points heyond himself i the Other who o m owr midie. s vhe end,
thee salemm [itwrgy 11 che conire af the whale evens, heomse m it thene taker place something that we ounchve can
rant bring abowt, yet somethang fm which we are abuep swaitng, (hrod o prosent. He comes intn owr midee. The
hesvers am vent and the eereh fifled with lighs (Benedict XV, sddrew to the Roman Curiz, 27 Deceniber
2008),

5. Sending young people forth on pilgrimage along the roads of the werld

This meeting with Chirist rahes ploce during a pilgrimage, we are told by john Paul 1L
Youing people ave therefore culled preiodically m set ol om pilpimigr almg the mads 0 the workd. The Clanch om
sar ek el its mesmaem f Asemaandkind i these g penple

With povng penple the Chisrch finces the chullenges of the futuse, at the same time being awre that all hna
nizy needs b be rejunenased in apirit. This pllgrimage of youth baeilds bridges of felliaship and hape between conei
nenty, peuples unl cultures. Thio jowrmey i in conatang mowement, st bke e, and fust like youth (fohn Paul 1,
Jerter an the ocomibon of 2 seminar an WYD, 8§ May 1996,

6. To experience the joy of faith

Jokwn Pl 11 and Benedict XV1 emphastsed that the joy of fith is one of the chapcteristicn of
WYL that they had obwerved:

World Youth Days have proved m be “accasions for ymung people to profe and procaim thei faith i
Christ with ever gresttes joy™ (Joh Paul 1L, leter on the occasion of s seminar an WYD), & May 1996).

Jhﬁu,ﬁhawmddmuﬁmmmwﬁummmﬁnﬂuﬂumﬂpﬂ
Seadium in Pucaembu, Sio Paulo, Brasil, 10 May 2007),

Acooeding to Scripture, jory i1 ome of the friaits of the Holy Spirit (cf, Gal 5:22). This frust was shundantly visi.
ble during thase days in Sydney. [} An integral part of amy celebvation is joy. A colebration can be ovganszed, joy
camnot. It com andy be offered ax a gift; wnd i foct i i been gien 10 6 in abendance. For this we are grasefl
Mﬂ?ﬂﬂﬁﬁhnnhﬂ#h}“}wuﬂnmhﬁw&-ﬁﬂﬁhuh The Holy
Spirit ghver ua jory. And ke i v Joy ia the pift thss sem sep acl the thes gifen, It it the expressinn of happinen, of
being in harmany with curselues, which cin andy come from being in harmeny with God and with his cveation. |t
s perrt of the nanme of joy t apwend, to be shared. The Chagech's missionary apirit s nothing other than the drive 1
share the joy that has been given to 10 (Benedicr XV, address to the Roman Curia, 22 December 2008).
7. A manifestation of God's action in the hearts of young peaple

Johm Panl 1l spoke with emotion of the joy of faith that i a sign of God's action in the hears of
voung people:

Theoacghamiz these memamaile Workd Youth Gatherings, | huwe often been deeply tmachedd by young peoples”
Joyosa, spontizneonet love: for Gl and for the Chach. They wll of wiffering borme for the Geipel, of appareniy
wrinernountable ehstucles that were overcome with Gods helpr they speak af their anguish befome o wovld ormen.
ted by despai, cynicim and conflict. Each Merting leaver me with an ever greater devive 10 praine God for seven
ling v yonemeg peple the secrets of his Kingdom (Mt 11,25) (Johin Paul I, letter on the occasion of 3 seminar
on WYD, 8 May 1996).

8. The Emmaur experience (Lk 24)

Our finst conclusion b that young people st WYD have the same experience w that spoken of by
Mdhdphhﬁnnuuﬂd‘rﬂmﬂumduh

like the disciples who were walking alang the road, young people leave their bomes and come 1o

WYD a1 pilgrims

a8 Jesus tanght the pilgrims with the Word of God, the various events in WYD form one grear cate:

chesis where the Word of God is at the centre and is communicated, wimesed, meditated and

prayed,

Wereld Youth Duy is composed of verious activities that all rpesher form ome peat catechesis, o prochamation
of the path of comerniion to Christ that s vt from the experiences and quenies ariving from the dasly lives of
the young peaple. The Word of Giad is the contml point, cntechenioal neflection. is the method, praver is the wite.
numce, and communication and dislogue ave the distinguishing style (John Paul 11, letter on the ocoasion of 1
seminar on WY, B May 1996),

w the disciples recognised Jesus in the breaking of bread, young people can meer Christ st the

various celebreations (linargies, Masses, way of the cross, Eucharistic sdoration)
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as the disciples renarmed to Jerumalem o witness to the living Christ to the Church thar was gathe:
red together and that confirmed them in their faith, WYD is a Chirch event in which young peo-
ple are both confirmed in their faith and are wirnesses 1o othen.

9. Ewerything directed towards meeting Christ in the Church

Owr second conclision allows us w answer the question that was asked before: can we make place
in WYD for signs of service to peace and justice, to the drive against social inequalities and world hun-
ger, of service w ecology and interfaith dialogue? All of these domaing are important missionary tetri
tary for the Church, They follow on from the mission of service  humankind that the Church s
received), the servce of unity and communion. In a word, these misions of the Church arise from
God's kove for humanity (cf. Benedice XV, Desn caritay e}, This love has been given w us and we have
recetved the divine command o live it out: *that you love onie another as | have loved you® (n 15:12),

In order for the younger generations to enter into this framewerk of charity and w0 be engaged
with the world, WYY guides youny people towards the source of charity, God, whese Merey is made
manifest in Chrise in the heart of the Church. At WYD we must alio avoid being dispersed in fob
lowing several objectives. no matter how legitimate they may be. The basic objective is to lead young
people towards & meeting with Christ. We are cermain that this merting will then guide them towards
service for their brothers and sisters.

I this spirir, we muse be careful o keep on course with the propossls for activities made during
WD and during the preparatory days in the dioceses. In recent WYDy, care was mken to allow only
whateves would prepare for a meeting with Christ and o refuse anything thar might not be helpful for
this purpose. In practice this referred to choices made regarding music, exhibitions, concern, shows
and animarion during waiting periods.

Dharing WYD and the preparatory days in the dioceses, there s a1 need to “take 3 breath”. Young
people cannot be enclosed in a church praying all day! Can entertiinment be offered with secular dan-
cing and rock music! Can they go sightseeing during the prepararory daw in the dioceses! The deci-
sion was made « wnd it has been regarded as justified and fruithul -, not o encourge enteraimment
and amusesnent that come from o secularised culture unless they embody, in one wary or another, the
search for Jess Christ. This does not rule our tock concerts and traditional dances when they are
explicitly directed towards Christ in the Chuarch. In choosing activities, the question w ask regarding
esch one is: will this foster a relationship with the Saviour! Will it contribute 10 a discovery of the
Chireh!

The eriterion is therefore 1 think of things in a way coherent with Christian spiritual experience.
Iin this way we have 2 great amount of freedom with this proces.

B, THE FRUTTS OF WYD

10. Countlens benefits : fellowehip and vitality in the worldwide Church

We know that the experience of meeting Jesus Christ at WYD produces much fruie. Besedier XV1
rells e

I have ahigy Jelt @ wery special joy ar these encounten. | snember especially the Tuenticth World Yonath
ey it wihiich | vy abde 1o preevicde oo wetn ago i Germam

Some of you gathered heve taday weve abio present! 11 s in emationa] memnary for me o acoment of the e

Armomyg the marry frain which | could poins i, there i3 lirtke doubr thar the first wm the cxrmplary tenuz of fel
Ik that stood i s clorr witas o the Chureh’s pevessiial wnallty thronghont the wald... (Mecting with the
yonath ar the Municipal Seadium in Pacaembu, S50 Paulo, Brasil, 10 May 2007),
11. WYD gives youth the opportunity to feel responsible for the Church

Another benefit of WYD s that the Chirch allows youth to take sesporaibility
- Responsibility i given tn the onpanisation of WYD, eg. these were 25,000 volunteens for Rome 2000
- At WYD, the Clurch sends the young people out an mission. John Paul [l emphastsed this aspect:

With their enthusionm and their enbernnt enenpy, ynmg people auk 1o be emcowmged 10 hecome ‘active in
evamgelizaitionn ared participamnts i the remennl of sacieey’ (Crivifideles Laics, 46). Young poople - whe sefmesent the
yonthfulness of the Charch that b the cver young Bride of Chrat (cf Eph 5,22-33) +, v nos ondy evangelized in
thin wary, bt they alo become emgelaen @i they ke the Geoped 1o dheir porni, cven o thow who o distant
from the Charch and hawe mot vet héand the Goad Nesin (John Paul 11, letter an the ccosion of 4 seminar
an WYD, 8 May 1994),

12. A place with a apecial call for vocations

One of the impormn: aspects of this conferring of responsibility and sending forth on mission &
the call 1o vocation. In this regard, Benedics XV1 had this to ey

Howsver, | waneld like heve o vecall a speciul Meeting, my encounter with the somunarian, young mes callad
o tmume podicasl amel personad followsng of Christ, Teacher and Panor, | wanted a pecific mament to be devored
t them, alio 1o highlight the vocarinnal dimension typloal of Werld Youth Dise. In the paut 20 yeary, maey vocr
s bt the priesthuod aral comectasesl Ufe hsve boen bors frestacy durtng Workd Youth Duep, prvileged occaavns
when the Hoty Spint makes hay call fomeefully heand (Beneddict XVT an his teturn from Cologne, Genenal
Audience 24 Augur 1005),

13. A new beginning for youth pasteral miniitry in the host country

Anather beneficial result of WYT b the depth of renewal of youth ministry in the host country, At
WYD in Cologne, Benedict XW1 spoke of this when addressing the bishops:
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The experience of these past 20 ym has taught wi thet cvery World Youth Day 6 & a covtnin sonie 2 ew
bepimning fir the ptstonl coove of yomng people in the country that hows it Preparing for the evens molnlizes people
and vesowrcer. We have soen it night' heve i’ Germutny: how @ true “mobilization® hat prvaded the Comniry,
prempteng @ srpe of enenpy. Latarly, the cobebrgion welf Brings @ gon of enthsadarm thay must be sestained @i,
st to sk, rendeved definitive. This enermona potentival eniengy can further fricnae, spreading aom the territery
| g thinking of the pavishey, ascciations und movements, | am thinking of the prian, Religimn, autechins and
andmatn meehed with yowng people (Benedian XVL WYD in Cologne, mecting with the German bishio
ps, 11 Augasr 2005),

C. THE IMPACT OF WYD ON THE PASTORAL WORK OF THE CHURCH WITH YOUNG
PEOFLE

14, A wppart for regular partoval ministry with young people in the Charch

We sce WYD aa betng a hupge support for the Church's regulir pastoral ministry with young pe
ple. | quoce from: John Paul 11

Workd Youth Dhiy i the Chamch's Dy Jor yotith cinad with, yousth, It does st chaim 1o be am aliermative o rpwe
lar yemth, mimistry which ofien requives great sacvifice and dedicution. [t i intended more 1o gminlidate this sk
While atrmmg ro awolen more nustrined enthanamm in aposinlic action amemg oung peofle, the Claerch orainly
doci nat with to imfaty them from the st of the community, It rather 1o empoiver them to be najonsible for am
apastolate 'ty wall rench out i other age growps and socus] mufieny i the content of the ‘new Aungeinanon’
(lohn Paul 11, letrer an the ocoarlon of 3 seminar on WY, B May 1996),

15. WYD renewn youth minliery

Our final conchusbon b that we chserve how WYD pives o miuhtifaceted tesponie to dhe current
rl:ul.lﬂlmm:k,mﬂthﬂnhﬂchlm&tkmm_ﬁmhnrlmmhmﬂwuﬂéﬂ
WY or that have been fushioned by the Holy Spirn over the years. Some of the clement of WYD
aan illuminate regular youth ministry. Here we list some of them:

A the dimemion of fellowship and communion theough:

*  gutherings

*  the artiatic dimension: music, theatre

B. the exclesial dimenaion through: o closeness to the bishops:

» contact hetween young people and the mintsry of the bishop

+ the bishop has to be involved in wouth minditry o active involvement of priesss

» youth mindstry requites pricsts whe are tmained snd commimed; the facr of being & young priest i

an advantage because of a closer cultural connection with youth, but this in iwelf does not confer
competence. Training is necessary.
*  the diversity of young peaple, the universality of the Church

C. proclaiming Christ o the core of our pastoral work is the proclamation of the kerygma

Thia proclamation is increasingly necessary becatse younger generations have not heard shout the
plan of sshation revealed by Chirist. They knosw litde about the voeation of the human person, of the
Covenant, of the divine presence within us (grace), the words of the Covenant conmined in the
Commundment, sin and sabvation in Christ. When Benedict XVT spoke w the young people on his
arrival in Sycdney (Thumday 17 August, welcome ceremony st Barangaroo) he outlined for them the
plan of salvation, very simply, beginning with his observations from the window of his plane.

Do we do this often enough! o the proclumation of the kerpema is 2 catechesis ventred on Cliriat

The experience of Youth Dey is an invitation to afl of ws, Bishops end pastomal workens, 0 conssant neflection
m ouer mministry among yong people and our respansibility 1o present 1o them the whole tuth abows Chrtst and his
Mﬂumﬁﬁmhmmﬂmm-nmbﬂh
be daccompaniesd on the pilgrimage of faish, om the jowrney which they undertabie in vespomse to Gy grace sonking
mhhﬂ?ﬁﬂu%hﬁhkn&ﬂuﬂuhuﬁdﬂﬁﬂhﬁ.ﬁ}ﬂuﬁn

D). steps in faith

mmdﬁhmﬁmdm“mmumﬂdh—um
-ﬂmmﬂm“dmﬁu‘hm of God is given in sbundance
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Youth Coordination meeting - October 2009

Pilgrimes in Holy Land - January 2008
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