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atholic Action appeals to people of all ages and conditions of life. It is
Can Association for lay people and consequently its goal is 1o foster,
support and develop the lay vocation of bath adults and yourhs.

Evidently - for children and youth in particular - it is a “school of lay
vocations” wherein they can get to know the Lord personally so that
they may be able to answer to his call and discover his love. Like the
apostles, the first disciples and the numberless men and women, who
in the Church were and are witnesses of this love, they continue being
witnesses in the everyday life situations where rhe Lord calls them.

Gradually, through IFCA commirment, a Yourh Coordination was
set up with the aim of promoting meetings of CA youth and helping
CA to be proposed to the youth in the various countries where CA is
established and in those where it is being set up.

Since the time when it was set up, IFCA has always given special
attention to youth participation. Through the setting up of a Yourh
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Coordination group, it means to intensify its efforss in this direction
and to encourage youths to be actively involved in IFCA. However, one
must pay attention not to make this structure o complicated for
obvious organizational and economic reasons.

After various activities with the youth in Europe and America, young
representatives of some CA associations of the world had the oppormunity
to meet together during the WYD in Cologne. This gave them the oppor-
tunity to plan a symbolic step together in the establishment of this Youth
Coordination: an international pilgrimage of CA youth to the Holy Land.

This issue of Newsletter speaks about what happened these last few
years between Cologne and the Holy Land. Inside there is a leaflet
which gives specific information abourt the different stages when the
youth participated in IFCA initiatives.
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CA Youth: who are they?

In replying to this question it is enough to think of Manuel Morales,
Salvador Lara Puente, David Rodan Lara, Piergiorgio Frassati, Alberto
Marvelli, Pina Suriano, Antonia Mesina, lvan Merz, Marcel Calls, Pierina
Morosini, Cecilia Eusepi, Nilde Guerra, Paola Renata Carboni, Egidio
Bullesi, Benederta Bianchi Porro, Marierta Gioia, Maria Carmelina
Leone, Maria Magro. These are the young CA members who have been
declared saints, blessed and venemble. They are *normal” young people
who showed a special zeal for the Church, a zeal which spans centuries
and may even bring to martyrdom.

Ar this time, when CA in lwly is celebrating its 140th anniversary, it is
nice to point our that just two young men, Mario Fani and Giovanni
Acquaderni, “came up” with the idea of Catholic Action and aroused a
leaven which eventually spread in different parts of Europe and even
crossed the oceans reaching as far as America, Africa and Asia.

Through IFCA Youth Coordination, we hope to be able to highlight
the contribution which the youth gave in the serting up of CA in the
different countries, and which contribution they can give today to CA

which is renewing itself in so many countries or is going to be set up in-

so many ecclesial realities.

These saints, who have grown within this Association, are the most
beauriful testimony that life can be lived to the full even ar a young age.
They show that youth is not just a transitory period in life bur that
during this period one can reach the peak of holiness. Not only this.
They are alsa an evidence of the fullness, the intensity, the liveliness, and
the responsibility which the young people experience in CA. It is through
this experience that they can attain holiness. Generously and freely, they
lead an evangelic life and spread the pood news of the Gospel in the pla-
ces where they live. With their way of living, they are living answers o the
questions raised by the real life especially in youth spheres,

Faithful to the intuition which led the two young men Fani and
Acquaderni, CA youths foster a strong zeal for the Church. Their desi-
re is 1o see a Church, as Jesus dreame of, so thart therein all young peo-
ple may feel welcomed. Their link with their own local Church, with
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their own territory and with the people who live, hope and suffer the-
rein, helps to rouse and increase in them their zeal for the Church.

Their love for the Church spurs them on ro be evangelizers. They
announce the Risen Christ in the different places where they live. Their
choices, their way of life in the local and global realities, where they are
called to live their faith, are all inspired by the Gaspel. In evangelic terms
this means modeling their lives on Chirist,

They are zealous young people who are “protagonists”, that is capable
to participate actively in their communities, in rtheir countries, in social
and civil spheres. To prepare themselves for this active participation, CA
youth undertake to follow a formation-programme based on the Word of
God, on personal and liturgical prayer and on the catechism of the
Church. They prepare themselves to read what is happening around them
in the light of the Gospel, to pay attention ro culture, to be well prepared
for confrontation and dialogue. It also fosters in them a love for study and
urges them to selfgiving, These formative itineraries are designed in a way
50 as to help in the development of each individual young member in a
group, in a parish and in the Church both ar national and umniversal level.
Special attention is given to the different agegroups, to the different stages
of life: vocational choices, work, social and political commitment; to the
intergenerational relations, to dialogue with young people of other
Associations, other Christinn confessions, other rdlpummd cultures,

CA is a gift which the Church presents mtlmmmgmmﬂum and
CA youth are a gift to the Church and to CA, all the world over.

It would be so nice if each CA youth could repear a phrase which a CA
youth said some years back: we should do our best “to live a full life and
not simply to survive” both as individuals and as an association. We
should aim at this in our particular realities, in the many realities spread
all over the world: 1o be CA youth in Mexico, Burundi, Rumania, in the
Holy Land... We should answer to our call and live as coresponsible
young people, living our lay vocation in a specific way and paint it with
those particular colours which belong w the different latitudes of the
world where we live.

M Vellani
Mational Vice-President of the fralian m&cﬂnn
Youth Sector

From Cologne 2005 to Jerusalem

The First World Meeting
of CA Youth in Cologne

International Youth Days are meant to give young people the opportunity to
share part of "their journey through life” with young people from other coun-
tries and cultures, tw experience being a Church, that is a universal community.

During WYD 2005 in Cologne, there was another special appoinmment: the
international meeting of Catholic Action Youth, This was held on the 17t
August 2005 in the church dedicated t San Karl Borromius. The theme cho-
sen for this meeting was: Pilgrims of peace and unity, The IFCA group responsible
for the Youth Coordination together with the Italian CA youth invited young
CA members for this meeting. This was attended by about six hundred youths
from ten different countries namely: Argentina, Italy, Malta, Mexico, Rumania,
Spain, Switzerland, Holy Land, Ukraine and Venesuela.

During this meeting, the CA youth had the opportunity to meet and to get
to know one another. It was the first cccasion when they could share a small
part of their journey together. Some spoke about their experience and bore wir
ness to the sense of being young pilgrims of peace and unity in their own coun-
tries through slides, songs and literature. This gave a very interesting picture,
interwoven with testimonies by young Christians, involved in their own local
realities and conscious of the cultural mission of their association. It was also
an evidence of their desire to be messengers of hope.

The references made during the meeting were so varied. Some quoted
Danre, others spoke about the Mexican martyrs, the Ukrainians quoted their
founder while the Spaniards gave their message through their carchy songs.
H.E. Msgr. Francesco Lambiasi, General Bishop Assistant of the ICA and of
IFCA, as well as the Auxiliary Bishop of Nazareth, Giacinto Marcuze, accom-
panied the group. Cologne was in fact the first step towards the International
Pilgrimage for CA Youths to the Holy Land, in January 2007.

Until then, we will let us be guided by the words addressed by the Vatican 11
Fathers to the young people: let your hearts be enlarged according to the world's
dimensions.
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A message to CA youth all over the world
after the meeting in Cologne

We have gone fo Cologne “to adore Him”

The meeting organized by IFCA in Cologne browght together so many CA south from all
oter the world. They spoke about their experience as pilgrims in their own taditions, from
the point of view of their Church, their culture and their history, It wets @ very important
historical occasion s it was the fise meeting of IFCA's youths from Amenting, Venezuels,
Ukraine (UYC), Rumania (ASTRU and lasi CAJ, Mexico, Spain, Malta, Switzerland
(Lugano CA) and a kage number of diocesan CA associations from ltaly.

Like the Mag, we all arrived in Cologne from afar, bringing with us different gifts.
We all wok with ws the unxieties and hopes of our associations and of our countries. We
went through a time of intense dialogue, prayer and friendship.,

Manty of us asked "And then, after Cologne?”

- It soon became clear that our joumey together did not end there but rather, for CA
youth, Cologne was the start of a new joumey together. There we shared and understood
the beanty, the joy and the fraternity of our being an association of so many CA groups
from different parts of the world. Now, thanks to the “IFCA Youth Coordinating
Group”, together we can be “pilgrims of peace and wunity” in onr local Churches.

- Following the proposal by Paola Bignardi, the coordinator of IFCA Secretariat, in
Cologne we gave each other an appointment: to meet again as “pilgrims of peace and
unity" in Jerusalem, on the 1% January 2007, In her message she invited us to meet “to
prxy for peace, to show our willingness to commit ourselves to work for peace, to express
our desire for dialogue and fraternal love... to be pilgrims of peace in the land, where the
life given for us on Calvary has made the announcement of the angels’ peace to all men
of good will possible®.

- The meeting in Cologne has asked for a deep commitment from all CA youth; from those
who wewe in Cologne as well as from thase who remained at home and from those whom we
meet. Owr commitment is to pmay for peace and unity; to get to know each other better by
exchanging our programmes, our nesources and our calendars of activities and by preparing
our pilgrimage to the Holy Land together with the youths of Holy Land.

Goodbye 1o Jerusalem, dear CA youth in'the whole werld, pilgrirms of peace wnd

uniry!

Rame, 237 October 2005

PROGRAMME OF ACTIVITIES IN PREPARATION FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

v October 2005 - The idea of an international pilgrimage for CA youth to
the Holy Land on the occasion of the World Day of Peace 1 January 2007 was
presented to the Patriarch Michel Sabbah, who encouraged this initiative and
entrusted it to H.E. Msgr. Marcuno, Vicar for Israel.

¥ June 2006 - Preparatory visit. Oana Tuduce and Maria Grazia Tibaldi
established contact with the Holy Land and started discussing the programme
and other logistic aspects. It was decided that all pilgrims should meet in Rome
so that from there they could travel w the Holy Land as one group.

¥ September 2006 - The IFCA Secretarist met in Rome in the beginning of
September. It decided to postpone the pilgrimage to the 17 January 2008 in
order to have time for finding more financial help for this initiative.

¥ December 2006 - A preparatory programme to be followed throughout 2007
was proposed. This was meant to help young people from the different countries
prepare themselves for the pilgrimage.

¥ March 2007 - On the occasion of the solemnity of the Annunciation,
H.E. Msgr. Marcuzzo sent a letter to the young CA pilgrims:

Dear young friends,

(...) The feast of the Annuncigtion is the feast of the Incarnation. God became
man. He become my brother. He became the “Emanuel®, cur new creation, The
Incamation signifies the new beginning, the new testament, the new kingdom of
God, the new man, o new poge in history, a new humanity. In iiself, the mystery
of the Incornation is @ mystery of novelly. As young and odult members of
International Catholic Action, as members of the Church, we are called to coope-
rate in the construction of this new world and to form within us this new man and
possibly evan in others. On this great solemnity, | would like to invite you to look
towaords Nazareth and fo about Mary, the new mon par excellence.
Alter Jesus Christ, she is definitely the first borm of this new humanity and of the
new world. By contemplating Mary we con discover the characteristics of the new
mon, that is, the characleristics of o Christian.

1 - The first outstanding charadteristic in Mary of Nazareth and therefore of
the new man is her attitude lo accept, her openness, her being able fo say:
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“Hinéni, here | am". Mary made herself available, with all her soul, her heart and
her whole self to accept, not only the word of God but God himself, the Word of
God who became man in her womb. Is this not the attitude which stems from true
faithe It is the openness fo accept others and in this case God himself. The other
may be our neighbour and maybe the “surprise-visits” which our Lord pays us
during our lives. The Chrisfian should basically be an open man.

2 - The second characteristic of Mary of Nozareth in the mystery of the
Incarnation, the second charadleristic of the new man comes from the foct that
Mary lived in God's presence throughout her life. She opened herself up to accept
God and lived enfirely this presence of God and treasured it in her heart even
externally, in her daily life, in her work, in her involvement in social life. For
Mary, Jesus was all her life. She lived with Jesus, for Jesus and according fo his
will: *| om the lord's servant®. This is the second characteristic, which we oo
need, if we wani 1o cooperate in the building of society. It means, living oecor-
ding to God's presence which we Ireasure in our heart through grace, in our per-
sonal life, in our family, of our ploces of work and in our public commitments.
Being Christians means that our way of living is coherent with our belief in Jesus
and thot we live for, with and occording to Jesus.

3 - The third charocteristic of Mary of Nazareth was that she gave Jesus io others.
Mary opened herself up to receive him, lived according to his will and then gave
him to others. She went to EinKarem to announce him to her cousin Elizobeth and to
Bethlehem fo give him to the world. She accompanied him ol through his life and
was even among the apostles when the first Church was bom. “lef it happen fo me
as you have said’. This new humanity and being Christians means that, following
Mary's example, we are Christ's witnesses: we give Jesus fo others and we speak
about him with others, In other words this means being missionaries (...).

+ Giacingo-Boulos Marcugzo
Latin Patriarcal Vicar for larael, Namreth

¥ April 2007 - The Custwodian of the Holy Land, fr. Pier Battista Pizzaballa
wrote a letter to CA youth, In his letter, he appealed for "their active participa-
tion in the Easter celebrations during which, the faithful joyfully celebrate the
Resurrection of the Lord", He also urged them to get involved in the “collec-
tion for the Holy Land”.

A

i A
4R
FORO INTERNATIONAL
ACCION CATOLICA
INTERNATIONAL FORUM
CATHOLIC ACTION

YOUTH
COORDINATION

TOGETHER IN THE HEART OF THE WORLD

IFCA - FIAC

Via della Conciliazione 1 00193 ROMA
tel 0039 06 661321 (centralino ACI) - 06 66132 344
mmo&mmu&wa:m

I'I

h'IipJ ook g hmaﬁ-mwwuma




2001 - 2004  First STAGES
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Weeks of youth formation in Europe
(1998 1ast; 1999 ORADEA in Rumania; 2001 MIROMIR in Bulgaria).

Participation in the WYD (from its very start).

Meetings of representatives of member countries (ltaly, Spain,
Argentina, Rumania) with a view of establishing youth coordinarion.

International Congress on CA, Meeting in Loreto and IFCA IV
Assembly with the participation of Spain, Argentina, Rumania, Ukmine,
Poland, Bosnis-Herzegovina, Uganda, Burundi, Mexico and Italy.

During the Assembly the representatives decided 1o set up a YouTs
COORDINATION in order that the CA youth groups in the different coun-
tries may get to know one another, exchange information and materials.

During the first meeting of the 2004-2008 Secretariat, Oana Tuduce,
Rumania's representarive, was charged with the YouTi COORDINATION.

17 August - First International Meeting of CA youth representatives and
groups from different countries. The countries present were: Spain,
Italy, Rumania, Argentina, Venezuela, Mexico, Ukraine and Malta.
H.E. Msgr. Francesco Lambiasi, IFCA's Ecclesiastical Assistant, and
H.E. Msgr. Boutros Marcuzzo attended this meeting.

The idex of a World Pilgrimage of CA youth to the Holy Land was
launched.

Preparations for the Holy Land pilgrimage started with a meeting
with the Patriarch Michel Sabbah in October and the sending out of
the first circular.

Youths from different countries took part in the V American
Continental Meeting (Buenos Aires, April) and in the 11l African
Continental Meeting (Uganda, August).

National meetings: Argentina, Burundi, Iraly, Rumania.

Preparatory visit to the Holy Land to establish contact
and postponement of pilgrimage because of financial difficulties.

Round table on youths' contribution towards evengelization in
Europe during the IV Eurapean -Mediterranean Continental Meering
in Madrid (March): Rumania, Italy, Spain, Ukraine and Israel.

National meetings: Burundi, ltaly (Agom).
Preparations of the pilgrimage.

Preparations of WYD 2008, during which the possibility of twin-
nings will be studied.

Continual updating of the YoutH CooRDINATION section in [FCA
website.

Young representatives participation in V IFCA Assembly,
Participation in the WYD 2008 in Sydney.



Brief presentation of the CA YOUTH COORDINATION

CA is addressed to people of all ages and conditions of life. Presently
CA is giving special attention to young people, following the example of
the Church which is regarding pastoral youth work as o priority. John
Paul 11 also affirmed this when he established the celebration of WYD.
All this is evidence of the pressing need of an educational programme for
young people keeping also in view that they are the future of the Church.

The Youth Coordination Project confirms CA's commitment to:

* maintain an “ongoing” link among CA Youth Groups in the different
CoLntries;

* encourage the participation of CA youth in international and conti-

nental occasions organized by the Church (in particular the Forum and
WYD);

* support youth participation in all IFCA iniriatives;
* promote formation activities for and with young people.

Countries where there are CA Youth Groups:

ARGENTINA Accion Catolica Argentina Area Jovenes
BuruNDI Mouvements d'Action Catholique Jeunes
Irary Azione Cattolica Italiana Settore Giovani
RUMANIA ACT IASL e ASTRU

SPAIN Movimiento de Jévenes de Accion Catdlica
MEXICO ACJM los jovenes JFCM las jovenes
VENEZUELA Jévenes de Accidon Cardlica de Venezuela
PERU Accidn Catdlica Peruana Jovenes

MALTA Zghazagh Azzjoni Kattolika

SWITZERLAND Azione Cartolici Ticinese Settore giovani
UKRAINE Ukrainian youth for Christ

BWANDA Mouvement d"Action Catholique Xavéri
PoLAND Katolickie Stowarzyszenie Mlodziezy

CA Youth groups are being established in MyanMaR and the Houy Lann.

Dear young people,

[...) Our duly to sustain our Mother Church in Jerusalem has a long history
behind it. The Word of God, through the Acts of the Apostles speaks fo us about the
disciples’ concem for their brethren in Judoea (Achs 11,29-30) and obout the greot
generosity shown by the Corinthians, which Paul proises in his letler (1Cor 16,1-6),
Later, for many centuries, os from 1309, the Franciscans were the only profogonists,
in Catholic spheres, in the life of the Church in the Holy Land. When in need, they
“furned o the rich and to those who were not so rich to ask for danations” (Paul VI,
Nobis in animol: in this Holy Lond, a land of conflicts, the inhabitants are badly in
need of that love which can only be expressed through charily. They need these
roped friors, as they coll them, who, following God's calling have established them-
selves there even risking martyrdom. They look afier those infected with plogue, build
houses and churches and educate the young. They also freasure andient ruins and in
them they try to find traces of a Man, who, they know, was the Messioh,

They show o deep love for the Country and the People as these go hand in hand.
They are the mediators between these two redlities: holy ploces and Christian presen-
ce. In this couniry, which is so porficulor, they keep the profile and the universal
vocotion of the Church and of the Holy places dlive. These ore undoubtedly o rich
patrimony for all. It is due fo the faithful cusiody of these sons of St. Frandis, that pil
grims, from ol corners of the world, can discover the roots of their faith and of their
Church. With great generosity and sacrifice, they have dane this for seven centuries.

In this ecumenical lond the Custody has leamed to share the ploce with others and
to communicate with brethren from the other Churches. Together with them it has
shown hospitality o pilgrims who visit the ploces where our Lord Jesus Christ was

In this land where diclogue with Islam prevails, the Cusiody hos buill schools,
hospitals and social cenires which are open fo all,

There is also diclogue with Hebrewism through initiatives on cultural and
archaeological level.

It is @ land of polifical and religious conflicts which hove gane on for years and
which have tomn the lives of these two peoples.

The Friars are here: in this land where the fact of being a Christion is not taken
for granted. In spite of everything, being present in this land, in the name of the
Church, and living in the ploces which have witnessed the story of the Revelation,
remains their principal vocation |[...).

f. Pier Batrista Piggahalla
Custodian of Holy Land
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v June 2007 - Financial Support: Associazione delle Fondazioni delle Casse
di Risparmio Piemontesi, Fondazione Banca San Paolo di Brescia, Fondazione
Banco di Sardegna, Fondazione Cariplo,and for the World Day of Peace 2008
Fondazione Monte dei Paschi di Siena - these Financial Associations approved
the projects which were presented and promised financial support.

¥ July 2007 - Closing date for applications. With the help of H.E. Msgr,
Marcuzzo, procedures were started for the application for visas for about 45 parti
cipants. The required forms were sent to the Ministry for Internal Affairs in lsrael.

¥ November 2007 - Secand preparatory visit to the Holy Land. Meetings
were held in Bethlehem, Jerusalem and Nazareth with local people in order to
organize the pilgrimage and to plan the accomodation of the pilgrims.

¥ December 2007 - Finalization of programme, guidelines to help pilgrims
prepare themselves for pilgrimage, meeting with journalists to establish ways of
communicating.

¥ Press release 28 December 2007 - The day when the Pilgrims had to leave
Rome.

PILGRIMAGE TO HoLy LanD
28 December 2007 - 6 Jonuary 2008

Pilgrims of peace and unity

150 young Catholic Adion members coming from 27 different countries will be
visiting the Holy Land between the 29% December and the &% January, They will be
leaving Rome fogether and on their return they will parficipate in the Eucharistic
Celebration presided over by the Holy Father on the solemnity of the Epipheny.

These young people represent so many other young people and their Christian
Communifies spread ol over the world. They will be meeting youths from Christian
Communities in the Holy Land who represent the different realifies in Polestine and
Isroel (Bethlehem, Ramalloh, Taybeh, Nazareth and Haifo). These will be joining the
group throughout the pilgrimoge. The aim behind this inifiafive is fo foster friendship
and fo encourage exchonges among young people. The visitors will be sharing the
daily life of the people in the Holy Land as well as visit holy places. They will be mee-
fing the Patriarch, the Cusiodion, and the Nuncio as well as parish priests. For this fo
be truly an inlense spiritual and ecclesial experience there will also be fime for prayer
and for charitable work, especially in Bethlehem and Nazareth,

In an oddress, given in the name of the Holy Father, addressed specifically 1o
these young pecple, Cardinal Torcisio Bertone recalls the pilgrimage which ook
place 40 years ago. During this pilgrimage, the olian Catholic Action youth, sent
by Paul V1, lit a lomp of peace in Bethlehem on the occasion of the 1% world day
of peace - precisely during these same days* [...).

Just like His Venerable Predecessor, “The Holy Father - says the Secretary of
State - enfrusts you with the 2008 World Doy of Peoce Messoge so that you may
pass it on fo the young Christians in the Holy Land. He remembers you daily in
His prayers and asks Our Lady and Saint Joseph o protect you, He prays that,
with God's help, you may be able o find ways of building bridges of fraternity
and solidarity and fo ensure that this bond of friendship does not stop here so
that those who live in the Holy Land do nat feel abandoned but feel that they are
full members of the big family of the universal Church”,

The climax of the pilgrimage will be reached with the celebration of the World
Day of Peace on the 1% Januory in Jerusalem, city of peace, mother of all nafions,
the place where the roots of the human family as a community of peace may be
traced. The message of Pope Benedict XVI for the 2008 World Day of Peace
urges young people to make serious reflections on the fomily and on the correla-
tion between the family and the human family.

During the Eucharistic Celebeation of the 1% January, the Patriach Michel Sabbah
will give o lomp, shaped like o dove made by local artisans, fo o youth from every
country so that the young people present may - in the places where they live - be
“Irue friends of peace |...) for the excliation of this primary good, which is Peoce, in
the varied concert of modern humanily” (Paclo VI 1% January 1968).

v PROGRAMME OF PILGRIMAGE

Friday 28 December
Departure from Rome by night to Tel Aviv

Saturday 29 December
Arrival at Bethlehem - Catholic Action Bethlehem (CAB)

WEeLCOME by Bethlehem Youth
Ore 10,30-12,30 Cultumal Centre CAB
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Prayer
H.E. Msgr. Domenico Sicaunt, ICA General Assistant

Presentation of the Pilgrimage
Oana TUDUCE, in charge of IFCA Youth Coordination

Addresses

f. Samuel HaBIB ofm, Priest of Saint Catherine parish
Victor Basoun, CAB President

Presentation of participants by country

Interventions

Prof. Jacqueline SrER Talk about the socio-political and
cultural realities

Daniel ATiNGER biblical itinerary

and Guides to the Holy Places

Early afrernoon VisIT TO THE HoLy PLACEs:
Mativity Grotro, the Shepherds’ Field...

17,30 Holy Mass Caritas Baby Hospital
H.E. Msgr. Antonio FRANCO, Apostolic Nuncio in Israel
Apostolic Delegate for Jerusalem and Palestine
Meeting with the Nuns, visit to the Hospital
Sunday 30 December
Bethlehem
7,30 Prayer
Daniel ATrivcer biblical itinerary (1)
Jerusalem
10,00 Meeting with f. Pierhattista PrzzaBaLLA,
Custodian of the Holy Land
11,00 Haoly Mass, parish of Our Saviour
Meeting with the parish youth
Howy Praces Jerusatem/ 1 Holy Sepulchre
14,30 - 15,00 Return to Bethlehem
Meetings in Bethlehem - experiences of charity and spirituality
After supper together

MEETING with testimonies from Bethlehem

Monday 31 December

Bethlehem
7,30

Jerusalem
0.30

17,00

Prayer and biblical itinerary (2)

Meeting with H.B. Michel SasaH Patriarch of Jerusalem
Jerusalem/2 Hoty PLaces

Holy Mass in the parish of St. Catherine, Bethlehem

with the singing of the Te Deum

CELEBRATION - musle, dancing, singing, peace games
Participation in the New Year's Celebrations at the CAB Centre

Tuesday | January 2008

9,00
10,00

17,30 - 15,00

THE WORLD DAY OF PEACE
Jerusalem

Holy Mass by the Latin Patriarch - H.B. Miche! SAsgAH

Jerusalem/3 Hoty Praces

Return to Bethlehem

After supper together

MEETING: CA Youth witnesses of unity and peace

in the different realities of the world

Coordinator Vincenzo BELLOMO - Fidei donum lay youth
in Bethlehem from the diocese of Mazara del Vallo

Wednesday 2 January
From Bethlehem to Nazareth

1,30

16,30

Prayers and biblical itinerary (3)

ITINERARY

Ain Karen, Desert

Jerico Holy Mass with youth and the parish community
Arrival in NAZARETH

WELCOME at Sant’Antonio

(Latin Franciscan Parish Centre in Nazareth)

H.E. Msgr. MARCLIZZO, f. Amjad SasaRA and Parish Priests of
the different rites from Nazareth and from neighbouring villages
as well as members of Youth Associations
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Departure to different parishes near Nazareth

supper with families and lodging
Thursday 3 January
Nazareth
8,30 Centre of Sant’ Antonio

Prayers and biblical itinerary (4)

10,00 - 16,00  Visit to Nazareth and proposal of itineraries
guided by Bethlehem young people and Guides

16,30 Rendezvous in the churchyand

17,00 Haoly Mass in the Basilica of the Annunciation
with H.E, Msgr. Giacinto-Boulos MarcUZz0
Auxiliary Bishop for lsrael

Meeting in the Auditorium of the Basilica
Exchange of experiences by youth from the different countries

Friday 4 January

Nazareth

8,00 Centre Sant'Antonio
2.30 Crossing of Lake Tiberias
11,00 Capernaum Holy Mass

Mount of the Beatitudes - prayers and biblical itinerary (5)
Walk to Tabgha: Peter's Primacy
Multiplication of bread - Living Water
17,00 to NAZARETH Centre Sant’Antonio
Meeting with youth in Nazareth and farewell
Departure towards parishes and families
Meeting with Parish groups - Supper

Saturday 5 January
8,00 Centre Sant'Antonio
Mount Tabor
Haifa Mount Carmel
15.30 Evening Holy Mass of the Epiphany
In the Latin Parish of Haifa, with the parish youth
Final Farewell
Leave for Tel Aviv Airport

I count on you...

Yes, dear young people: what you wish to be in the fulure is also what
the Church wants since there is in her an interior force which, as the
Apostle Paul says, leads her “lowards the perfect Man, full mature with
the fullness of Christ himself” (Ep 4,13).

If you are the bearers and builders of a Church more and more stron-
gly united with the Lord and more and more flexible to be close to man,
you should then not only be aware of this, but above all you should be
ready to direct your commilment generously towards this goal. You
should carry out this mission in the heort of the world together, so that
you will be able to meet the man of our fimes and present fo him the Lord
of all times. Your young age already helps already to understand the
distorfions and emptiness brought about by today's consumerist society.
Do not react to this by Irying o undertoke projects inspired by ideclogies
which annihilate the individual into the mass.

We appeal to your youthful fantasy, inspired by the Gospel, to free man
from these dangers and are fully oware that the Gospel announced in all its
totality, is by itself the promoter of the human cause: on condition that, if
the Gospel is for man, we Christians should be all for the Gospel.

Pasid V1 15 the uslican Catholic Action Youth - 16 October 1976

You should work for peace even in international spheres. Besides plan-
ning and coordinating individual, communitarian and collective initiatives,
as young people, you have a very special contribution which you can give.

... You can be the builders of international peace if you make full use
of the means which you have at your disposal and some possibilities ore
exclusively restricted to young people.

.. The Pope is with you as you trudge along the way lowards peace!

.. Peace be with you, dear young people, protagonists of history’s

... May you be the zealous messengers and the enthusiastic bearers of
this special gift: peace. It is a very precious but also a very fragile treasu-
re rooted in our hearts and entrusted in our hands by God!

John Paul Il to the Italian Catholic Action Youth - 8 May 1982
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The benefits of meetings and exchanges

... | know that twinnings have been established between Catholic
Action youth of o particulor diocese with those of ancther as well as with
youth in a particular parish in Rome.,

This is @ scheme which | strongly encourage. This experience offers you
a deep and joyful experience of unity os it brings you all together, simul-
taneously and in all directions, within the Church.

... You bring out the bond that exists between the Church of Rome and
all the Churches spreod all over Italy and in ofher parts of the world.,

.. With your lively faith, you testify that the mystery of the Church,
“one, holy, cathalic and apostolic®, is present in every parficular Church
in the world (cf. Lumen Gentium, 26).

This is evidenced in the different experiences which you earry with you and
which express the catholicity of the Church. It should however be cleor to us oll that
within this catholicity, * each individual part coniributes, through its speciol gifts, to
the good of the other parts and of the whole Church” (Lumen Gentium, 13).

John Paul 1T to the ltalian Catholic Action youth - 24 Seprember 1988

World Youth Day
15-20 July 2008
Sydney, Australia

ou will receive p
ihe Holy Spirit h

and you will be my witnesses"”

March 2008



